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Preface to the Sixth Edition 


One of the purposes of this series of books is to organize in an easy-to-understand format the ge- 
nealogical information that I have found on my ancestors. I know that there is more information that I 
have not yet discovered about almost everyone listed in this book. In fact, in the time it has taken me 
to write this book, many more genealogical records have become available, and I am sure that there is 
already more information out there about many of these people. Once this series is complete, I intend 
to go back and explore what more I can find. Or, if I am not able to, then hopefully some descendant 
of mine can use this book as a starting point to do their own genealogical research. 

Ancestors in this book labeled “Emigrant Ancestor" are the oldest person I have found in each 
genealogical line who immigrated to North America. Their children and grandchildren may have also 
been emigrant ancestors, but for the purposes of this book, they are not labeled as such. 

I am also sure that there may be genealogical errors in this book—hopefully not too many! 
Please forgive me if there are. In particular, there is a greater chance of error in the lists of ancestors' 
children. I usually did not research these lists myself but compiled them from other people's work. 
The focus of my own research has been to find all of my ancestors back to the emigrant ancestors, not 
in researching their descendants. This means my own research did not cover ancestors' children unless 
I needed to find them to discover who their parents were. All of the sources have been cited, so other 
researchers can go back and trace where I found the information. 


This new edition has a number of changes made to it. Among other things, I have added: an 
index, information from the National Geographic Genographic Project on our original Richardson an- 
cestors, more information on the Margrit O'Donell emigration legend, twenty-four new photos or il- 
lustrations, more information on Herbert Richardson, and the possible parents and ancestors of An- 
drew McBeth's wife, Ann. (I am still not completely convinced they are her parents, but I am listing 
them until I find evidence to the contrary.) I have also adjusted some of the estimated dates in the 
book, changed Jean Neely’s name to Jane based on new information, and corrected a mistake Га made 
mixing up two of Thomas H. McCune's son-in-laws. I'd like to thank Nanci McCune for pointing me 
towards the research of Robert Neely which helped me realize that the cemetery record Га been given 
for Jane/Jean was transcribed incorrectly. Nanci is also the person who pointed out my previously 
mentioned typo with Thomas H. McCune's son-in-laws. 

I could not have written any of the books in this series without the help of family members 
who sent me family history information and without the work of previous genealogists who discov- 
ered some of the ancestors in this book. Thank you all, 


Sue Kilbride May 2018 
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Unfinished Ancestral Lines 


Below is a list of the people who I have not been able to trace back to their emigrant ancestors or 
ascertain if they are emigrant ancestors themselves. 


1) The wife of 20. John Brown. 

2) The parents of 24. Robert McCune.’ 

3) The first wife of 24. Robert McCune." 

4) The parents of 53. Jane“ who married 52. Samuel Neely. 


5) The parents of 111. Mary, wife of 110. William Fleming. 


List of Surnames Covered in this Book 


Bain 
Brown 
Fleming 
Greene 
Jenkins 
Mackenzie 
Maynes 
McBeth 
McCune 
Moore 
Neely 
O’Donell (O’Donald) 
Richardson 
Williams 


* For more detailed information on the search for Robert's parents, read the following article: Kilbride, Susan, “The Family of Robert 
McCune of Cumberland County,” The Pennsylvania Genealogical Magazine, Vol 44, No. 4, 2006, pp. 313-321. 

> For more detailed information on the search for Robert’s first wife, read the following article: Kilbride, Susan, “The Family of Robert 
McCune of Cumberland County,” The Pennsylvania Genealogical Magazine, Vol 44, No. 4, 2006, pp. 313-321. 

* Jane (who married Samuel Neely) had two grandchildren with the middle name of “Montgomery.” This makes it possible that Jane had 
the maiden name of Montgomery or a parent with that last name, especially since one of the grandchildren’s families, the Thomas 
McCune family, used other family names (Neely and McBeth) as middle names. 
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The Original Richardson Migration 


One of our Richardson family members sent in a DNA sample to the National Geographic Geno- 
graphic Project and received information on the original Richardson migration patterns. If you follow 
every Richardson father” back to the original Richardson father, the DNA starts with one man in east- 
ern Africa sometime between 300,000 and 150,000 years ago. One of his descendants, another of our 
Richardson ancestors, lived 70,000 years ago in northeast Africa. This man's descendants started mi- 
grating to find new hunting grounds. At some point, a group containing one of these Richardson de- 
scendants migrated to the Middle East. They were eventually cut off from Africa due to the formation 
of a desert which lasted about 20,000 years. It is then thought that our original Richardson ancestors 
moved northwest into the Balkan area where they probably stayed until the end of the Ice Age around 
15,000 years ago, then migrated into northern Europe. 


* By “Richardson father," I mean our line of Richardson fathers. There may be other lines that are different. 
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Herbert McCune Richardson 


1905-1980 
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Generation Number One 


1. Herbert McCune Richardson 


1. Herbert McCune Richardson, born 20 Apr 1905 in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada;! died 06 
Apr 1980 in Mt. Dora, FL.” ? * He was the son of 2. Thomas Herbert Richardson and 3. Margaretta 
McCune. He married Priscilla Alden Morse 12 Jun 1928 in Minneapolis, MN. 5 © She was born 21 Jul 
1906 in Minneapolis, MN’ ? ° ! and died 13 Nov 2001 in Florida.'! She was the daughter of Willard 
Whitcomb Morse and Bertha Florence Alden. 


sinc Bt E gg 


Cd hate 


Фп the 2000 ‘day of April, 1905, at 754 Victor Street 
CITY OF WINNIPEG 1 . n the Province of Manitoba, Canada, dias 
occurred the Birth 2 HERBERT MOGUNE RICHARDSON — - 
Name of Father (homas Herbert Richardson! (Occupation  Bookkeeper 
Residence — winripeg, Manitoba, __ _ — Birthplace _ Ontario — 
TS Name of Mother _ Marguerite M. Richardson 


dd is certified to be registered as No.13303 (ог the 
1920 — in the register of the Registration Division of. 


AES 


CITY OF WINNIPEG cem snalin tiic 
archives of the ProvinciaL Волар or HEALTH. 


Given under my hand and seal of the Board this 


— 12%и _ day of. — March, 1920. — = 
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Notes for Herbert McCune Richardson 

Soon after Herbert was born in Manitoba, Canada, his family moved to Grand Forks, North Dako- 
ta where they lived for over ten years. From there they moved to Helena, Montana. In 1919 they 
moved to St. Paul, Minnesota where Herbert was an honor roll student who graduated from St. Paul 
Central High School on June 13, 1923. He was very fond of sports, was a member of the YMCA swim 
team, and worked for four summers as a lifeguard. According to his father: “There were 23 took the 
test for the place at the beach [the lifeguard position], and he came out on top." Besides swimming, he 
also enjoyed handball, basketball, and various other sports. He was an excellent piano player and some 
of his grandchildren's favorite memories are of him playing ragtime tunes on the piano in his home. 

What his grandchildren didn't know was that at one time Herbert had aspirations to be a writer. 
After he died, some poems and short stories came to light that he had written and tried to publish. In 
1922, he tried to publish the following poem on pioneers. 


Of hoary head and happy face 

A train is slowly passing on, 

Will we forget to thank and grace 
Until the last of them is gone? 


Remember those with furrowed brows, 
Whose hands are gnarled with age and toil; 
A nation built upon their plows 

Bows yet before their broken soil. 


Look well upon the pioneers; 

They soon will dwell within the past, 
But thru the teeming, growing years 
Their simple deeds will always last. 


Another of his poems from 1925 speaks of some sort of tortured emotions: 


A flame 

A tiny flame, born of a dream 
That I conveniently 

forgot; 

An angry flame that burns within 
And calls for more — for more — 
A greedy fire at times 

That grows, and eats 

And calls for things I cannot give; 
Wine, song, 

The lips of women 

Cannot smother it — 

howling, biting, searing 

Till I am but a crust of what 

I ought to be. 


Herbert had a life-long love of the outdoors which he shared with his wife, Priscilla Morse, 
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whom he married on June 12, 1928 at Plymouth Congregation Church in Minneapolis. They had met 
at the University of Minnesota. On the first day of classes, they sat across from each other and kept 
glancing over at one another. (Priscilla later told one of her granddaughters that he was a “gorgeous 
boy.") At the end of the period, the teacher announced that the class was too big, and would have to be 
split in two. Both Herbert and Priscilla were happy when they found that they were to be assigned to 
the same class. As they left the room that first day, Herbert waited for Priscilla to leave and held the 
door open for her. Little did they know that door opening would be the start of their life together. Her- 
bert and Priscilla honeymooned in the Canadian Rockies and eventually had four sons who really kept 
them on their toes! 

One family story tells about how when the boys were very young, they decided to surprise their 
Dad and wash his new car. They got out some buckets and rags and started washing. Eventually they 
decided the car wasn't clean enough, and that it needed even more scrubbing. The boys were very 
young, and one of them had to climb up on the car to reach it, while the others got the rags wet and 
passed them up to him. Since the car needed extra scrubbing, they thought that sand would do the 
trick, so they dipped the rag in sand before passing it up. When Herbert came home, he found four 
proud boys, and a car that had all of the paint scrubbed off! 

Sometime after Herbert left the University of Minnesota, he founded the United Sound Engineer- 
ing Company, a small sound equipment manufacturing business. According to one of his sons, “The 
business was quite successful at first, but as the Great Depression progressed, the new electronic 
markets suffered severely. Dad had to close the business in the latter 1930's. He did manage to avoid 
bankruptcy and to provide his employees with some severance pay before closing the doors. After 
closing the Company, there followed several years of whatever jobs could be had. It was a wrenching 
time for him and for his employees. He managed to keep in touch with most of them throughout the 
rest of the Depression, and if they needed help he did his very best to provide the needed help. Dad 
was an exceptionally strong man, but those memories would make him cry.” 

One family story tells how Herbert would walk to work during the Great Depression to save the 
ten cents it cost to ride the streetcar. Herbert's son also spoke of the war: 

"War came on December 7th, 1941. Eventually, with his electronics background, Dad wound up 
doing secret work for the War Production Board. All the family knew was that he spent a lot of time at 
New Brighton Arsenal and Northern Pump—two huge Military Production Plants located on some 30 
to 50 sq. miles of farmland north of Minneapolis; all of which was under strict military security, en- 
forced by heavily armed soldiers. 

"His work for the arsenal plants was regularly interspersed with plane flights to Washington, DC 
and many other locations around the Country. 

"After the War, the electronics companies he worked with during the war wanted him to represent 
their products in military and civilian markets. He started Н.М. Richardson & Co., Manufacturers’ 
Representatives. He insisted on two absolute prerequisites for employment in his company. First, they 
had to be veterans. Second, they had to be graduate electrical engineers. . . . At one time H.M. Rich- 
ardson & Company was one of the ten largest companies of its kind in the U.S. The ethical integrity of 
the company was well known and widely respected throughout the industry. " 

In the late 1940s, Herbert was diagnosed with tuberculosis and placed in a TB sanitarium. On Feb- 
ruary 3, 1947 he wrote to his parents from the sanitarium: 


"Believe me, if I ever get out of this joint, I'm going to take life easy and enjoy it from now on. An 
experience like this certainly cures one of making plans for the future. Between the things that can 
happen to a person and the Russian prospect, it certainly seems that we had all better start getting our 
happiness from day to day instead of depending on the future for anything.” 


Herbert was eventually cured of tuberculosis, a rare occurrence at the time, and released from the 
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sanitarium. 

Another story passed down about Herbert occurred one night while he was driving on a country 
road. As he was driving, he came upon the scene of a horrible car accident with bodies lying in the 
road. He climbed out of his car to help them, and suddenly the “injured” people stood up and pointed 
guns on him. They wanted to use his car to commit a robbery. The robbers tied Herbert up and threw 
him in the back of his car. As they were driving around, they started talking about where they were 
going to dump his body. Somehow, Herbert convinced them to let him live, and they left him in a 
field, driving away with his car. Before they released him, they made him promise never to mention 
what had happened to him to the police. He was to check into the local hotel and wait until the next 
morning to report the theft of his car. They told him to say that it had been stolen from the front of the 
hotel. Herbert walked into town from the field where they had dumped him and checked into the hotel. 
By that time he had decided to disregard what the robbers had told him to do, and he called the police 
to report the theft of his vehicle. Soon after, a police officer came into his room, pointed down into the 
street, and said something like, “I understand your car was stolen from the front ofthe hotel, correct?" 
Since Herbert hadn't mentioned on the phone where the car had been stolen from, he realized that this 
policeman had been in contact with the robbers, so he said yes it had been stolen from the hotel. For 
years after, every once-in-awhile, someone would come into his office in Minneapolis, mention what a 
nice family he had, and say, *By-the-way, do you know anything about that toll booth robbery a few 
years back?" Herbert always said “no.” 

In his later life, Herbert had Alzheimer's and had to be moved to a nursing home in 1974. He died 


on April 6, 1980, and is buried in Acacia Park Cemetery in St. Paul, Minnesota ^ P^ 14 15 16 17 18 19 2021 
22 23 24 
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The Herbert McCune Richardson Family Home 
(5215 Third Avenue South, Minneapolis) 
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Herbert McCune Richardson as a Child 
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Herbert McCune Richardson in 1927 
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Herbert M. Richardson and Priscilla (Morse) Richardson 
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Thomas Herbert Richardson 


1877-1959 
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Generation No. 2 


2. Thomas Herbert Richardson 


2. Thomas Herbert Richardson, born 28 or 29 Oct 1877 in Wallaceburg, Ontario, Canada;? 2927 
28 died 06 Apr 1959, in St. Paul, Minnesota.” 3° He was the son of 4. Thomas Richardson and 5. 
Mary Jane Brown. He married 3. Margaretta McCune 15 Jun 1904 in Julian, Nebraska.” > > 


Children of Thomas Richardson and Margaretta McCune are: 

(1) 1. Herbert McCune Richardson, born 20 Apr 1905 in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada; 
died 06 Apr 1980 in Mt. Dora, FL. He married Priscilla Alden Morse 12 Jun 1928 
in Minneapolis, MN. 

ii. Harriet Jenkins Richardson, ^ > born 12 Sep 19137 married Edward Sydney 
Brewster 30 Jun 1937 in New York City 


Notes for Thomas Herbert Richardson 

Thomas Herbert Richardson was born on his parents’ farm in Wallaceburg, Ontario on October 29, 
1877. He must have had fond memories of growing up on the farm because in a letter to his brother, 
Milton, written in 1925 he said, “/ wish I could go back there for a month sometime during haying or 
harvest time . . . . just for the experience and to re-enact old scenes and tricks such as we used to per- 
form." 

Thomas, or Bert, as he preferred to be called, obtained a high school certificate in Chatham, Ontar- 
io where he also attended Model School. A Model School was a school that potential teachers taught 
at before obtaining their teacher's certificate. Bert received his teacher's certificate in 1894 and went 
on to teach at a small school near Wallaceburg for three years. In 1898 he immigrated to the United 
States and attended a business training school in Michigan. He went from there to teach at a school in 
North Dakota and then started working at a bank in Sheldon, North Dakota. It was in Sheldon that he 
met his future wife, Margaretta McCune, who was teaching at a local Primary School. They were mar- 
ried on June 15, 1904 at her family home in Julian, Nebraska. Forty years later, he said of her: "She's 
the same sweet girl, more precious than Rubies or Silver, or Gold.” They had two children, Herbert 
and Harriet. 

After their marriage, Bert and Margaretta moved briefly to Winnipeg (where Herbert was born), 
then back to North Dakota where Bert worked in Grand Forks for over ten years with the John 
Birkholz Investment Company. Next the family moved to Helena, Montana where Bert worked first as 
an officer of the Banking Corporation and then later as the Montana Manager for the Van Sant Trust 
Company of St. Paul, MN. He was living in Montana when he applied to become a U.S. citizen. In 
1919 the family relocated to St. Paul, and Bert became Vice President in the home office of the Van 
Sant Trust Company. He started his own business in 1927, dealing with the rental and sale of farm 
land in Minnesota, North Dakota, and Montana. According to family stories, he started his business 
because some small farmers who were about to lose their mortgages to the bank came to him and 
asked him to personally help them out. He took over their mortgages and branched out into business 
for himself, helping farmers during the Great Depression to keep hold of their farm land. He did even- 
tually have to take over some of the property, but about half of the farmers he helped were able to 
hang on to their land because of him. There were other farmers who preferred him to own the property 
(because the times were so bad), as long as they could stay on as renters. 

The Great Depression was a difficult time for Bert, as it was for the rest of the country. In 1930 he 
had to take his daughter, Harriet, out of the university because they could not afford to continue her 
education, and instead sent her to a secretarial school, so that she could earn her own living. Money 
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difficulties may also be one of the reasons why his son, Herbert M. Richardson, never finished college 
or went on to medical school as he had planned. These hard times probably helped shape some of 
Bert's values, as they did many people who lived through the Depression. Later in life in a letter to his 
grandsons he said, “Cultivate and emulate her [his wife's] spirit of thrift, and I know you will reap 
good dividends from it in years to come." His 1930 census record mentions that he owned a radio, 
possibly because his son was in the sound electronics industry. 
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We can get some idea of Bert's character from his numerous letters of reference: 
"... an industrious, painstaking, efficient, and successful teacher . . . his language and general de- 
portment has on all occasions been that of a gentleman, and I would further state that he is very care- 
ful to avoid the use of slang words or phrases.” 


"... has proven himself an industrious, energetic young man worthy of confidence and encourage- 
ment." 


“ 


e isa man of sterling worth-competent, humble, and energetic.” 


Bert's niece, Katherine McCune, remembered him as a kind man who helped her tremendously 
when her father died. 


Thomas Herbert Richardson died at age 81 and is buried in Acacia Park Cemetery, St. Paul, Min- 
nesota 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 


The Thomas Herbert Richardson Family House in St. Paul, MN 
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The bottom three lines on the sign the boy in the front is holding say: “T.H. Richardson, Wallaceburg, 
April 26, 1895." Thomas Herbert Richardson is standing on the left. 
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Margaretta (McCune) Richardson & Thomas Herbert Richardson 
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Margaretta (McCune) Richardson 
1876-1951 
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3. Margaretta M. McCune 
(Margarite, Marguerite, Retta) 


3. Margaretta McCune, born 15 May 1876 in Julian, Nebraska; > °° died 26 Dec 1951, in Min- 
nesota.”* She was the daughter of 6. Thomas Н. McCune and 7. Mary Jane Bain. She married 2. 
Thomas Herbert Richardson 15 Jun 1904 in Julian, Nebraska.?? 5° 57 


Notes for Margaretta McCune 

Margaretta McCune was born and raised in Julian, Nebraska. She was a graduate of the Nebraska 
State Normal School in Peru, Nebraska, where she was trained as a teacher. She met her future hus- 
band, Thomas H. McCune, while she was teaching in Sheldon, N.D. They were married at her parents’ 
home in Julian when she was 28 years old.” Margaretta and Thomas had two children, Herbert and 
Harriet. 

From all accounts, Margaretta was a sweet, kind person. However, she must have had a tough side 
to her as her husband once wrote (when she was on a trip because of a death in her family) that “It’s a 
good thing you are tough as a pine nut." He also wrote the following to her: “To Retta, who has been, 
now is, and always will be the sweetest girl I know." We know from one of her husband's letters that 
she enjoyed playing the piano, a skill she passed down to her son, Herbert. From the McCune side of 
the family we hear how Margaretta reached out to her lonely niece, Katherine McCune. Nanci McCu- 


ne, daughter of Katherine McCune said: “Mom loved her so much. . . . She [Katherine McCune] never 
got any birthday or Christmas gifts. . . . Retta always sent her a doll or something nice for Christmas 
and birthdays." 


A letter that Margaretta wrote to her friend, Mrs. White, after Mrs. White recovered from a near- 
death illness gives a good example of Margaretta's philosophy of life: 


“I think all you have got to do now is to believe (God wants us well), forget, and enjoy as you have 
been doing this beautiful world with its glorious sunshine and other beauties. You know it is the hard 
things of life that make us what we are. Sandpaper is rough, but were it not for it, the beautiful grains 
of the fruit wood would never come to the surface of some of our splendid furniture. And if we per- 
sonify wood, we must not resist when being polished, but in yielding to the Master hand, he our lives 
can shape. For there is no error in the great ‘Eternal Plan. '" 


Sadly, Margaretta's philosophy must have been sorely tried at the end of her life. She had harden- 
ing of the arteries, and according to one of her grandsons, she had horrible visions of bugs, rats, and 
snakes that terrified her. Margaretta (McCune) Richardson died December 26, 1951. а 


* Both of them had parents named “Thomas and Mary Jane” 
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A Sampler Made by Margaretta (McCune) Richardson 


bin soU", 
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Thomas Richardson 
1846-1923 


Mary Jane (Brown) Richardson 
1849-1923 
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Generation No. 3 


4. Thomas Richardson 


4. Thomas Richardson, born Abt. 1846-1849 on the 25th of April in Canada;® 99 67 98 69 70 71 72 
died 24 Oct 1923 in Wallaceburg, Ontario, Canada.” "^ He was the son of 8. John Richardson and 9. 
Margrit O'Donald. He married 5. Mary Jane Brown 14 Oct 1867 in Madoc, Ontario, Canada.” "6 


Children of Thomas Richardson and Mary Jane Brown are: 


1. John Ernest Richardson,” born 14 Dec 1867 in Eldorado, Hastings County, Canada; 
died 17 Aug 1947." He married Francis McKee in 1892. 80 

il. Joseph Douglas (Rev. J.D.) Richardson, born 1869 in Eldorado, Hastings County, Can- 
ada; 8° died 1957.” He married Edythe Gordon 28 December 1898." 

ill. Margaret Richardson, born 8 Aug 1871 in Ivanhoe, Hastings County, Canada; died 
1965.°° She married George Hunter Lidster in 1892.57 8* 

IV. Francis Maude Richardson, born 14 Dec 1873 in Ivanhoe, Hastings County, Canada; 


died 1951.°° She married Thomas Coleman Hogg 23 December 1926 in Wallaceburg, 
Ontario, Canada.?! 
(3 v. Thomas Herbert Richardson, born 29 Oct 1877 in Wallaceburg, Ontario, Canada; died 


06 Apr 1959 in St. Paul, Minnesota. He married Margaretta McCune 15 Jun 1904 in 
Julian, Nebraska. 


vi. James Milton Richardson, ?? born January 28, 1879 in Canada;? died 1963.” He mar- 
ried Estella May 14 September 1913? 

Vil. Martha Jane (Jennie) Richardson, born 25 June 1881 in Canada;”° died 1930.” She 
married Watson Simpson 28 December 1910 in Wallaceburg, Ontario, Canada.?? 

viii. Isobel Ann (Belle) Richardson, born 31 May 1883;” died 1923.' She married Robert 
W. Brown Sept. 1916 in London, Ontario, Canada. '?! 

ІХ. Andrew Lawrence Norris (Lorne) Richardson, born 28 Dec 1886; died 1958.!° He 
married Helen Louise McKenzie 1913.!9* 

x. Stanley Alexander MacDonald Richardson, born 25 Oct 1891 in Canada; 9? died 


1965.9 He married Mary Piper 14 April 1915 in Farford, Ontario, Canada." 


Notes for Thomas Richardson 

Thomas Richardson was a farmer, one of the “Salt of the Earth." He grew up working on his fa- 
ther's farm in Hastings county, Ontario, Canada and continued farming until just five years before he 
died at age 77. He married Mary Jane Brown when he was twenty years old. According to their son, 
Rev. J.D. Richardson: “Mother adored father and would have been ready to defend him against any 
aspersions, while father had a wholesome respect for mother's way in which she always managed so 
well her household and cared for the children. . . . There was no conflict or cross purposes in their 
married life." 

Thomas and Mary Jane purchased their first farm in Hastings County near where both their parents 
lived. That farm proved to be a difficult one with poor soil and lots of rocks. In 1874, they purchased a 
farm in Wallaceburg, Kent County, Canada with excellent soil. They were to live there for most of 
their married life. Rev. J.D. Richardson had fond memories of watching his father plowing the fields 
with a yoke of oxen. 

Besides Rev. J.D. Richardson, Thomas and Mary Jane had five other sons and four daughters. One 
of their main goals in life was to make sure that their ten children received a good education. Three of 
their daughters became school teachers, one of their sons became a doctor, one a university professor, 
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one became a successful businessman, one a minister, and two became top ranking agriculturists. It 
appears that they succeeded in their goal. 

Thomas's minister recalled his “never failing cheerfulness at all times,” and that seems to be an 
accurate accounting of his personality. That “never failing cheerfulness” shows up in a story related by 
Rev. J.D. Richardson which happened at the end of the difficult journey to their new farm: 


“When our train stopped at Stratford, father got out and went forward to the freight car in which 
our goods were stored and where the horses were kept. There was a fine valuable team of young hors- 
es and a yearling colt named “Jennie.” When father came back again, he said to mother, “One of the 
horses has fallen and broken its neck!” I remember very vividly mother's shocked and anxious expres- 
sion at this discouraging news, but father quickly relieved the situation when he jocularly added, that 
it was the hobbyhorse, John's much prized hobbyhorse, which had fallen from a packing case and 
broken its neck. " 


Another important part of Thomas's life was his membership in the Orangemen. The Orange Insti- 
tution is a Protestant organization founded in Ireland in 1795 with the goal of uniting the Protestant 
churches against the Catholic church. Thomas was a very active member having been an officer of the 
Ontario lodge and a County Master of Kent. Membership in the Orange Institute was a family tradi- 
tion on his father's side of the family, going back to his grandfather back in Ireland, who was one of 
the first members of the order. Thomas's son, Thomas Herbert, wrote to his brother Milton in 1924 
about his father: 


"Yesterday was the “Glorious Twelfth,” which I understand was to be celebrated in Wallaceburg. 
. .. I shall never forget how much younger and how spry Daddy always appeared on the morning of 
the 12th of July.” (The “Glorious Twelfth" was the day that the Orangemen celebrated Protestant King 
William of Orange's 1690 victory over Catholic forces in Ireland.) 


Between 1866 and 1871, Canada was under attack by the Fenian Brotherhood, a Catholic group 
based in the United States. The Orangemen of Canada were instrumental in fighting off these attacks 
as described in the following poem from the Canadian Historical Orange Site: 


"From far and wide they heard the call, 
and Canada's Orangemen came one and all, 
for the Bible, Altar, and the Crown, 
they came and put the Fenians down" 


Thomas Richardson was no exception. He enlisted in the Hastings Regiment and was a veteran of 
the Fenian Raids. 

Thomas Richardson died just seven months after his wife, of “/eakage of the heart." He is buried 
in Riverview Cemetery in Wallaceburg next to his wife. 05 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 117 
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hardson and Mary Jane (Brown) Richardson 


Wallaceburg, Ontario 


The Home of Thomas Ric 
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The Thomas Richardson and Mary Jane (Brown) Richardson Family 


Standing left to right: Frances Maude, Joseph Douglas, John Ernest, Thomas Herbert, Margaret 
Sitting in chairs: Isobel Ann, Mary Jane (Brown), Thomas, James Milton, Martha Jane 
Sitting on floor: Stanley Alexander, Lorne 
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Thomas Richardson (Center), Thomas Herbert Richardson (Left), Herbert McCune Richardson 
(Child), Margaretta (McCune) Richardson (Right), Francis Maude Richardson (Left) 


Top Row, Left to Right: Milton Richardson, ? 
Bottom Row, Left to Right: Thomas Herbert Richardson, John Ernest Richardson, 
Joseph Douglas Richardson 
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5. Mary Jane Brown 


5. Mary Jane Brown,’ born Abt. 1847-1850 on 18th March in Canada; !!? 120 121 122 123 124 died 
10 Mar 1923 in Wallaceburg, Ontario, Canada. She was the daughter of 10. John Brown and 11. 
Ann Maynes. She married 4. Thomas Richardson 14 Oct 1867 in Madoc Ontario, Canada. 2° !°” 


Notes for Mary Jane Brown 

Mary Jane Brown grew up on a farm in Madoc, Hastings County, Ontario, Canada. Growing up on 
a farm must have prepared her well for her future life as a farmwife. She married Thomas Richardson 
when she was eighteen years old in 1867. They lived in Hastings county for the first few years of their 
married life, moving to Wallaceburg, Kent County, Ontario in 1874. She was an excellent household 
manager and according to her son, J.D. Richardson, she "rightly made the boast that no child of hers 
ever suffered ‘even a broken bone’ while under her care.” She would have loved to have known that 
one of her obituaries was titled "Death Precedes that of 39 Descendants,” commenting that none of 
her children, grandchildren, or great grandchildren died before she did—something almost unheard of 
at that time. One of her grandsons remembered a day that he arrived at her house without any mittens 
on a cold day. When she asked where his mittens were, he shrugged off the comment with a statement 
such as "I'm fine.” Early the next morning, before he left for school, she arrived at his house with a 
pair of mittens that she had knit him the night before, walking almost two miles that morning to give 
them to him. 

According to Mary Jane's 1861 census record, she attended school when she was a child. Educa- 
tion was very important to her, and she wanted to make sure that her children were well educated. An 
old neighbor of hers recalled that when one of Mary Jane's children, Stanley, rebelled against going to 
school as a teenager, Mary Jane cut a willow switch and followed him to school, lashing his legs each 
time he slowed down. In these modern times, she would probably be thrown in jail for this. However 
Stanley did grow up to be a doctor, so Mary Jane succeeded in making sure he got an education! Stan- 
ley didn't seem to hold any grudges against her for it. He and all of his nine siblings signed a letter 
written to their parents which said: 


“You have been everything to us that a father and mother could be. And it would be utterly impos- 
sible for us to express to you our deep debt of gratitude for all the sacrifices you have made on our 
behalf in the past, and for the high ideals which have ever guided you as our parents in relation to us 
your children. With great gratitude we remember the inspiring examples of a good Christian home. 

It is with fondest love to our dear father and mother and affectionate gratitude and thankfulness to 
Almighty god that we think of you today ....” 


Mary Jane was doing her housework when she died of a stroke on March 10, pr 


133 134 135 


* One of the sources for the information on Mary Jane Brown is “The Richardsonia” by Rev. J.D. Richardson. Rev. J.D. Richardson was 
Mary Jane Brown's son. 
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Thomas H. McCune 
1833-1922 
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6. Thomas H. McCune 


6. Thomas H. McCune, born 20 Oct 1833 in Shippensburg, Cumberland County, PA; 37 died 
04 Jan 1922 in Julian, Nebraska.” He was the son of 12. Thomas McCune and 13. Jane Ann 
Neely.* He married 7. Mary Jane Bain 6 or 7 Dec 1864 in Otoe County, Nebraska. 13 140 14! 


Children of Thomas McCune and Mary Jane Bain are: 
i. Alexander Bain McCune, born 26 Jun 1868 in Camp Creek Settlement, Nebraska; ! 
died 1944.'? He married Grace M. Neely 17 Nov 1920 in Chicago, IL.“ 
ii. Eleanor A. McCune, born 1871;'? died 1965.“ 
(3) ш. Margaretta McCune, born 15 May 1876 in Julian, Nebraska; died 26 Dec 1951. She 
married Thomas Herbert Richardson 15 Jun 1904 in Julian, Nebraska. 
iv. William D. McCune, born Dec 1878; married Alma Beckmann. !* 
v. Mary Bain McCune (twin), born Nov 1882; married 1st Henry Fenchs'” and 2nd 
Robert Drum."! 
vi. Donald Bain McCune (twin), born Nov 1882;? died 1890. ? 
vii. Bertha B. McCune, born Nov 1887; married Frank Bauer. '? 


Notes for Thomas H. McCune 

Thomas H. McCune was born in Shippensburg, PA in 1833. In those days, life was hard in 
Shippensburg. Before Thomas was born he had already lost four aunts and three uncles. Sometime after 
he was born, two of his little sisters died. Thomas's father died when Thomas was only 11 years old, 
leaving his mother to care for eight children on her own. At age 16, Thomas was already listed as a 
"farmer" in the 1850 census, working on the family farm with his brothers. In spite of all of the hard 
work he must have been doing on the farm, he managed to find time to learn how to read and write. 

Thomas came from a very close-knit family with lots of cousins living nearby. However, for 
reasons we can only guess at now, Thomas left his large family when he was about twenty-two years 
old and headed West. He ended up in the Nebraska Territory at Camp Creek where he purchased land 
in 1857. In 1864, at age thirty-one, he married Mary Jane Bain who was nineteen. He proceeded to start 
his own large extended family with his in-laws living either next door or with him for most of his mar- 
ried life. His letters on the following page to his daughter, Margaretta, show him to be a loving, caring 
father who wished that she lived closer to him. 


Oct 19", 1901 
. Retta you must be sure that you get proper clothing for that country—don 't stint your self in 
regard to that. You are in a cold country and must dress accordingly. 
"Well, now I must go and look after the cattle. Write to me or some of us when ever you can. With 
much love I am your afectionate Father. Thomas H. McCune” 


“His death record states that his father's name was Robert McCune and that his mother’s name was Jane Ann Neely. This is incorrect. His 
mother was Jane Ann Neely, but his father was named Thomas McCune. I suspect that whoever signed the death record mixed the fa- 
ther's name up with the grandfather's. Thomas H. McCune's father died long before Thomas's children were born, so they had never 
met him. There is no record of Jane Ann Neely ever being married to a Robert McCune, and during the years in question, she was defi- 
nitely married to Thomas McCune. I have a copy of Thomas's birth record, which states that his father was named Thomas. Also, to 
confirm that I have the correct Jane Ann Neely, I have a letter written to Thomas H. McCune's son, Alexander Bain McCune, from a 
lawyer's office about the estate of Thomas H. McCune's sisters, Margaretta McCune and Sarah Jane Montgomery McCune, in Pennsyl- 
vania. I also have a letter from Thomas H. McCune's sister, Sarah Jane Montgomery McCune, (SJM) in Shippensburg, PA, written to 
Thomas H. McCune's daughter, Margaretta, calling her *My very dear niece." There can be no doubt that Thomas H. McCune is the son 
of Thomas McCune and Jane Ann Neely. Thomas H. McCune's death record (and his obituary) also has an incorrect birth date for him. 
It states that he was born Oct. 26, 1832, but that is impossible since his brother James was born in April of 1832. Thomas's birth record 
states that he was born Oct. 20, 1833, and his 1900 census record also states that he was born in Oct. 1833, not 1832. 
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Oct 30 - 1911 

“Dear Retta 

I thank you for your kind remembrance and hope you are all well and happy. We are all well as 
usual and I am busy all the time attending the cows and pigs, getting wood, and water, although I have 
not got much wood this fall. We have used coal most of the time, it is getting colder now, and will take 
more wood. Alex is gathering corn, it is pretty good considering the dry season. We have plenty of rain 
here now but it came too late to do much good. Our potatoes were not very good so we bought thirty 
bushels of ND potatoes and paid one dollar per bushel. They are very fine. We have plenty of apples 
and pears but have no peaches. Well now I guess I will not write any more. I long to see you all and 
hope you will be able to make us a visit soon. Very glad to know that Herbert was doing so well at 
school. I will close now with Love to Bert, Herbert and yourself. AIl send love.” 

Your Father T.H. McCune 


On November 17, 1909 he wrote: 


“.... We went to Nebraska City on Bertha 'ѕ Birthday and took dinner with them. They have a nice 
comfortable home, rented of course, but very comfortable. I was glad to be able to go and often wish I 
could go and see you so easily in your nice home. . . . Tell [Herbert] I have six kittens and two old cats 
and he ought to see them drink milk! Well I guess I must stop. Alex wants me to help him and join in 
sending love. Write soon.” 


Your father, T.H. McCune 


In his later life, Thomas moved to Julian Nebraska where he died at his home on January 24, 
1922156 157 158 159 160 161 162 163 164 165 166 


Thomas H. McCune 
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Thomas H. McCune and Mary Jane (Bain) McCune Family Home 
Otoe County, Nebraska 
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Mary Jane (Bain) McCune 


1845-1925 
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7. Mary Jane Bain 
(Janette) 


7. Mary Jane Bain, born 04 Aug 1845 in Kings County, New York;'®’ !°8 died 11 Jan 1925 in Jul- 
ian, Nebraska. ^? "° She was the daughter of 14. Alexander Bain and 15. Eleanor Ann Jenkins. She 
married 6. Thomas Н. McCune 6 or 7 Dec 1864 in Otoe County, Nebraska. '/! !? !? 


Notes for Mary Jane Bain 

Mary Jane Bain was born in Kings County, New York, which is the county that Brooklyn is in 
today. It was probably a huge change for her to move to Nebraska Territory when she was ten years 
old. At that time there were no railroads that could take them the whole way, so they must have trav- 
eled in covered wagon for at least part (and possibly all) of the trip. Her trip west would have been 
much different from that of her future husband's, Thomas McCune. She traveled with both of her par- 
ents, her grandmother (Catharine Jenkins), and four of her sisters, while he left his family behind. 

Mary Jane was described as being kind and gentle with a lovable disposition. Perhaps this is what 
attracted thirty-one year old Thomas McCune to her when she was nineteen. They were married in 
December 1864 in Otoe County, Nebraska. The newlyweds lived near (and perhaps with) her parents 
and continued living either next door or with her parents for the remainder of their lives. 

Mary Jane's letters to her daughter Margaretta are short and to-the-point, the letters of a busy 
woman who was exhausted with all of the work she had to do. One of her letters tells how tired she is 
from taking care of her sick father: 


Jan. 18th, 1909 
Julian 


Dear Children, 

I will write to both in one letter, for it takes the time, and Grandpa will bother me by calling me. 
You do not know what it is to take care of him, I wish you could be here some days and see just how he 
is, then you would understand. 

I thank you and Bert for remembering me. 

.... Every time I sit down I get so sleepy. The reason of that, Grandpa calls so often at night, it 
keeps me awake, 

Give a kiss to Herbert tell him Grandma wants to see him, love to yourself and Bert. 


Mamma 


Mary Jane's father, Alexander Bain died a little over a year after this letter was written. Mary 
Jane's letters also show a concern for her children, as the next letter illustrates. 


Julian, Nebraska 
Dec. 20, 1915 


Dear Children, 
I can not think what is the matter that you have not written to us. Have not had a word from you 
since the first of Nov. Write soon or I will think something is wrong. 


I will write every other day. . . . This is Monday, will write Wednesday and so on until I get a 
reply. I do not care if it makes you crazy. 
Love to all, 
Mamma 
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Somehow Mary Jane found time in her busy life to help organize the Camp Creek Congregational 
Church. She was an active church member with a large circle of friends. However, in the last nine 
years of her life she was struck by paralysis. A letter to her daughter's family tells of this: 


Julian Nebraska 
Feb. 4, 1916 


Dear Children, 

It is very uncomfortable to try to write for I cannot hold the paper with the left hand. I do not see 
very good. I feel better today than I did yesterday. I slept last night. I can move the fingers on the left 
hand, but I can not lift the hand. I walk when they hold me up. 

With love, 
from Mamma to 
every one 
Mamma 


Mary Jane Bain died in at her home in Julian, Nebraska on January 11, 1925. Her obituary says of 
her: "Mrs. McCune was a splendid type of womanhood, whom everybody esteemed because of her 
loving disposition and for the many good deeds and acts of kindness shown by her to all." Another 
obituary says that “She was one of the best known pioneer women in this part of the state and was 
highly esteemed by all. She was a kind and loving wife and mother and a good neighbor." Mary Jane 
was seventy-nine years old when she died. 74 175 176 177 178 179 180 181 182 183 184 
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Mary Jane (Bain) McCune with Нег Son, Alexander 
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The Thomas H. McCune and Mary Jane (Bain) McCune Family 


Top Row: Alexander, Margaretta, Eleanor, William, Mary. Standing in front of Alexander is his 
mother, Mary Jane (Bain) McCune. Seated on the left is Thomas H. McCune. Seated on the right is 
Alexander Bain. Sitting in the very front is Bertha with a pet in her lap. 
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Generation No. 4 


The Emigrant Ancestors of Generation Number 4 


Generation number four contains a number of emigrant ancestors. John Richardson, Margrit 
O'Donell, Ann Maynes, and John Brown (who traveled with his parents) all emigrated from Ireland to 
Canada. 

АП four of our Irish emigrant ancestors of this generation came from Northern Ireland to Canada. 
Family legend has it that both John Richardson and John Brown's ancestors were originally from Eng- 
land. They were granted land in Ireland after fighting the Irish for Cromwell, who was the “Lord Pro- 
tector" of England. John Richardson's English ancestors settled in County Armagh, one of the coun- 
ties of the “Ulster Plantation," part of a scheme by King James in the early 1600s to settle Ireland with 
Protestants. Large tracts of land in this area were given to Protestant English and Scots landowners 
with the provision that they settle these lands with Protestant farmers. The Catholic natives were 
forced to live on the less desirable land. Margrit O'Donell's family was from Fermanagh, another 
county in the Ulster Plantation. The forced settlement of Protestants in this area caused much hostility 
in the area for years, and this hostility might be one of the reasons that our ancestors moved to Ameri- 
ca. 

Ireland in the early 1800s (when these four families emigrated) was one of the most densely- 
populated countries in Europe. Large areas of land were held by absentee landowners, and land was 
hard to come by. The average wage for farm laborers was eight pence a day, which was about one 
fifth of what a laborer could earn in America. Add this to the continual hostility between the Protestant 
and Catholics in the area, and it becomes easy to see why our ancestors might have wanted to strike 
out for the new world. Between 1820 and 1930 as many as five million Irish immigrated to America, 
with about one half-million of these going to Canada. In the early 1800s, travel from Ireland to Cana- 
da was generally cheaper than travel to the United States due to the “British Passenger Act" which 
was designed to tempt emigrants to move to Canada instead of the United States by making it less ex- 
pensive to travel to Canada. The John Richardson and John Brown families took advantage of this low 
fare in the 1820s. We are not exactly sure when the Maynes family emigrated, but they may have tak- 
en advantage of these cheaper fares also. Whatever the reason, these four emigrants left their friends 
and family in Ireland to live in the wilds of Canada in the 1800s. !5? 189 187 188 189 190 191 
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John Richardson 
1810-1883 


Margrit (O'Donell) Richardson 
1811-1868 
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8. John Richardson, Emigrant Ancestor 


8. John Richardson,’ born probably abt. 1810-1812 in Armagh, Ulster, Ireland;!?? 193 194 193 196 
died Oct 1883 in Eldorado, Hastings, Ontario, Canada.'”’ ?* He was the son of William Richardson. ^? 
à 201 

He married 1st Elizabeth Carter," and 2nd 9. Margrit O'Donell 


Children of John Richardson and Elizabeth Carter are: 
i. Elizabeth Richardson, born abt. 1831;°°° died March 21, 1900.°°° She married William 
Hannah. ”* 
п. George Richardson, born 1831 in Ontario, Canada; ?? died 16 Sept 1896, Madoc, On- 
tario, Canada. He married Ist Mary Stirling" and 2nd Ellen Richardson.” 
iii Mary Jane Richardson, born in Hastings County, Ontario, Canada; ? died 23 Sept 
1901, Fairgrove, Tuscola, Michigan.?!° She married Charles Partlow.?!! 
iv. William Richardson, died Abt. 1899 in Capetown, South Africa; ? married Clara 
Westfall. 


Children of John Richardson and Margrit O'Donell are: 
i. John Richardson, born 04 Feb 1843 in Hastings, Ontario, Canada;”'* died 01 May 
1928.2? He married Rachel Best.?!9 
ii Isabella Anne Richardson, born 02 May 1844;?" died 1883.2'* She married William 
Broadworth.?'? 
(4) ili. Thomas Richardson, born Abt. 1846-1849 on the 25th of April in Canada; died 24 Oct 
1923 in Wallaceburg, Ontario, Canada. He married Mary Jane Brown 14 Oct 1867 in 
Madoc, Ontario, Canada. 
IV. James Richardson, died 1933, Kamsack, Saskatchewan, Canada; married Ann Eng- 
lish. 
v. Joseph Richardson, born 1849, Ontario, Canada; - died 25 November 1902, Fairville 


P.O., Saskatchewan, Canada.” He married Catherine Irwin.” 


Notes for John Richardson 

John Richardson was born about 1810 in Armagh, Ireland. He was raised as a Protestant in a 
country and time where the Protestant and Catholics were always fighting. His father, William Rich- 
ardson, was a prominent member of the Orangemen, a Protestant group that originated in Ireland in 
1795 for the purpose of uniting the Protestants against the Catholics. John’s early childhood was prob- 
ably seeped in Protestant pride. 

Ireland in the early 1800s was crowded, land was hard to come by, and life was difficult. The 
promise of the new world tempted many people to leave their native land and try for a better life in 
America. John and his four brothers were among those who decided to try their luck in this new land. 
John was about sixteen when he and his brothers left for Canada in 1827. Back then the treacherous 
voyage across the ocean took about two months, and there was no guarantee that a person would live 
through the voyage, much less survive once they reached America. Just the danger of the trip shows 
the desperation that the emigrants must have felt in their native land to even consider making the jour- 
ney. 

John and his brothers ended up in Quebec. Two of his brothers, George and William, decided to 
settle there permanently. His brother James decided to strike out for California. Thomas, John’s fourth 
brother, stayed in Quebec for a while and then became a sailor on the Great Lakes. He eventually died 


* One of the sources for the information on John Richardson is “The Richardsonia" by Rev. J.D. Richardson. Rev. J.D. Richardson was 
John Richardson’s grandson. 
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in a fall from a ship's mast. 

John, the youngest of the five brothers, stayed in Quebec with George and William, helping them 
with their new farms. In 1830 John was married to Elizabeth Carter by a Methodist circuit minister. In 
the same year, John's sister, Sarah Elizabeth, and her husband, George Fox, immigrated to Canada 
from Ireland. In 1834 John's other sister, Emma, and her husband, Thomas Robinson, also moved to 
Canada. Once his sisters moved to America, the Fox, Robinson, and John Richardson families decided 
to move to Hastings County, Ontario to search for land. Thomas Robinson purchased land in Hastings 
on December 11, 1835. On December 4, 1838, George Fox purchased two hundred acres in Hastings 
for one hundred pounds. The next day he sold one hundred acres to John for fifty pounds. 

Tragically, John's wife Elizabeth died, leaving him with four young children to raise. John soon 
married Margrit O'Donell with whom he had five more children. 

Pioneer life was difficult with long days of back-breaking labor. In the 1861 census, over twenty 
years after he purchased his farm, John had only thirty acres of his hundred acres under cultivation. He 
managed to raise nine children on that thirty acres, growing wheat, peas, oats, Indian Corn, potatoes, 
turnips, and hay. John also collected maple syrup and raised cows, horses, pigs, and sheep. His farm 
was valued at close to $1000. Little was he to know that just a few years later, his life would change 
drastically. 

In 1865 a man named Daniel Powell and his brother, Marcus, entered into an agreement with John 
Richardson to prospect on his property. On August 15, 1866, the Powells struck gold! Once word of 
the gold got out, people came from miles away to try their luck. A new town, Eldorado, was quickly 
built to handle the new businesses involved. In the meantime, a man named Joseph Carr offered John 
$2000 for the rights to his gold. John asked for $4000. Carr, after some delay, agreed, but by then John 
had upped the price to $10,000. They finally settled on $20,000. Carr also made a deal with the Powell 
brother's group to pay them $15,000 for their interest as finders ofthe gold. However, Carr never paid 
the money he promised. He instead offered an initial payment to John to seal the deal, but he wanted 
more concessions from John first. John decided to start negotiating a better offer elsewhere and struck 
a deal with some Chicago bankers to sell the property for $30,000, which was later lowered to 
$20,000. The Chicago bankers paid John and the Powells a down payment of $1000 each, with the 
balance paid to John and the Powells on March 27 & 28, 1867. In the meantime, Carr's group, who 
had never paid John or the Powells anything, claimed that they owned the property based on John and 
the Powell's original agreement, and sold their rights to it to another group for $40,000! the legal 
complications from all of these negotiations shut the mine down until they could be solved. They were 
finally settled out of court June 1867, and John had a mining operation as a neighbor. 

John's wife Margrit did not get to enjoy their newfound posterity for long. A little over a year after 
they were paid for the property, Margrit died and John was left a widower again. John himself died 
fifteen years later in 1883. He was 73 years old.” ai 


9. Margrit O'Donell, Emigrant Ancestor 
(Mary) (Margaret) (O’Donald) 
d:231 232 


9. Margrit O'Donell, born Abt. 1811-1812 in Arwanstown (Irvinestown), Fermanagh Co, Irelan 
233 died 03 Jul 1868 in Madoc, Hastings, Ontario, Canada.” She married 8. John Richardson. ^? 


Notes for Margrit O'Donell 
Margrit O'Donell grew up in Fermanagh County, Ireland. The legend passed down on her side of 
the family is that she immigrated to Canada with her two sisters, Elizabeth and Catherine. Elizabeth 
married a man named William Inkster. Interestingly, there is a similar legend passed down in the Ink- 
ster family. Both legends have some common points: there were three sisters who were members of 
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the minor nobility, and they came to Canada together on a ship. According to the legend in Margrit's 
family, she was Catholic and was disowned by her family when she married a Protestant, but since her 
other sisters also appear to have married Protestants, this part of the story is suspect. Another place 
where the two stories differ is in how the sisters met their future husbands. According to Margrit's 
family, after John Richardson's first wife died, he took a trip to Ireland to find a new wife. He did not 
find a wife in Ireland, but on the return trip he met a beautiful young woman, Margrit O' Donald, who 
was emigrating from Ireland to Canada with her two sisters. John asked Margrit to marry him, and 
Margrit's two sisters also met their husbands on the ship to Canada. 

The legend according to Elizabeth's family is that the government brought ships of girls and wom- 
en from Ireland to Canada for the single men of Canada to marry. The O'Donells were evicted from 
power and all of their possessions confiscated, including three penniless daughters, Lady O’Donell, 
Lady Margrit, and Lady Elizabeth, who were given passage on one of these ships. William Inkster 
heard about the ship of women and went to Bytown to choose a wife. He met Lady Elizabeth, who 
was working as a house-maid, and married her. Apparently she always used the name Lady Elizabeth. 
Her two sisters went back to Hastings County with them. 

Elizabeth O'Donell and William Inkster were married 20 Nov 1833. John Richardson's son, 
George, was born in 1834, so John Richardson was still married to his first wife when the O'Donell 
sisters immigrated to Canada. This means that the legend passed down on the Elizabeth (O'Donell) 
Inkster side of the family may be more accurate—that the three sisters came over on the ship together, 
but they didn't actually meet their future husbands on the ship, and that John actually met Margrit in 
Hastings County after she moved there with Elizabeth and her new husband.* 

Margrit must have been a brave woman to undertake the voyage to the unknown in America, and 
also to marry a man with four children who had recently lost their mother! She also must have been a 


“Another difference between the two versions becomes evident with a bit more digging. The Inkster family legend does not give the first 
name of the oldest sister, but it mentions that she married a Mr. Keyes. The Richardson version of the story says that her name was 
Catherine. According to Inkster genealogist Jennifer Kolthammer, there was a John Keys who married an Isabella O'Donell in Marmora. 
In the 1861 census, they had an Isabella A. Ritchson living with them who was 16 and born in Canada. In the same census, Isabella Ann 
Richardson, who would have been 16 or 17 at the time, daughter of John and Margrit Richardson, is not listed as living with her parents 
(per a Madoc, Ontario census transcription in possession of the author). So it looks as if John and Margrit's daughter, Isabella, was the 
niece of Isabella O'Donell and John Keys and that Isabella (O'Donell) Keys is a sister of Margrit and Elizabeth O'Donell. To further 
prove the connection, John and Isabella also had another niece living with them, Ann Tassy, a daughter of Elizabeth O'Donell, the sister 
who married William Inkster (per Jennifer Kolthammer). This indicates that either our family's version of the emigration story is wrong, 
and the third sister was named Isabella, or there was a fourth sister named Catherine. Some of the sources for the Richardson version 
also say that Catherine married someone with the last name of Downey. It could also be that both versions are correct and that there was 
a fourth sister who emigrated at a different time. 

To make things even more complicated, according to Jennifer Kolthammer, there is an Ann O'Donell who married an Andrew 
Downey at about the correct time to be one of the O'Donell sisters. While our family story calls the third sister “Catherine,” there is an 
indication in one version that she may have been called “Ann” (the name “Ann” was crossed out and replaced with “Catherine” in one 
family letter). However, to date, we have not found anything connecting the Andrew Downey family to the Richardsons, Inksters, or 
Keys families, so she could be from another O'Donell family altogether. 

However, there is another possibility. Perhaps the Richardson version of the story is more correct than previously thought. It appears 
that it is more likely that Ann O'Donell married Andrew Downey in the early 1840s (based on their children's ages in the 1861 & 1871 
census records). It seems a bit odd that two of the sisters (Elizabeth and Isabella) married in the early 1830s and two in the early 1840s. I 
don't think it was that hard to find a husband in Canada back then. So, perhaps they emigrated in twos at different times, and the part of 
the Richardson story about John and Margrit meeting on the boat was true, and the part about her sister meeting her future husband on 
the boat was referring to Ann (Catherine) and Andrew. One small piece of information lends credence to this theory. There is an 1834 
letter from a man named Royal Keys (Keyes) to his family back in Irvinestown, Ireland. In it he says: "Dear Brother John and Isabella 
sends their love to You [this would be John Keys and Isabella (O'Donell) Keys] and Mary and Children in the most Affectionate Maner 
and request you to let Widow Odonel know that they are well and Bessey odonel and her Husband William Ingster is well and have a 
son born the live in a quarter of a mile of me.” Since we know for sure that Margrit was Isabella and Elizabeth's sister, it seems odd that 
he didn't mention her in the letter if she was also in Canada at the time. And if Ann/Catherine was also a sister, it's also odd that she 
wasn't mentioned. Later in the letter, he mentions “When you write you will let me know how Widow Odonel and Children is,” implying 
that the widow O'Donell had more children back in Ireland. Perhaps two of them were Margrit and Ann/Catherine. But this is just a 
theory. All that we know for sure is that Margrit, Isabella, and Elizabeth were O’Donell sisters who came to Canada from Irvi nestown, 
Ireland and married in Canada. 
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hard worker to survive the rough pioneer life and raise nine children. 

When Margrit's husband died, there was a parlor organ listed in his will, so it is possible that she 
knew how to play the piano. She was not able to sign her name (she signed a deed with a “mark” in- 
stead of a signature), so she probably never learned to read and write. 

After many years of struggling on the farm, gold was discovered on the Richardson property (see 
the notes for 8. John Richardson for the full story). One can only imagine Margrit's feelings on hear- 
ing this. After a life of hardship and struggle, their future could be secure. Margrit was only able to 
enjoy this security for about a year before she died on July 3, 1868. The inscription on her tombstone 


copied below (including the spelling) tells of her husband's devotion to her.?39 237 258 239 240 241 242243 
244 245 246 247 


Thou art gone my dear partner 
No more I behold thee 
In this vale of tears where I Journy alone 
Thou art gone where no sickness 
Nor sorrow anoy theee 
And soon I shall follow thy dust to the tomb. 
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10. John Brown 


10. John Brown? born Abt. 1821-1824" on the 22nd of January in County Antrim, Ireland; ^45 249 
750 251 died 30 Jun 1900 in Madoc, Hastings, Ontario, Canada.” ” He was the son of 20. John 
Brown. He married 11. Ann Maynes.”>* ^? 


Children of John Brown and Ann Maynes are: 

(5) i. Mary Jane Brown, born 18 Mar 1847 in Madoc Ontario, Canada; died 10 Mar 1923 in 
Wallaceburg, Hastings, Ontario, Canada. She married Thomas Richardson 14 Oct 1867 
in Madoc Ontario, Canada. 

ii. John Brown” 

iii. Andrew Brown?" 
vi. Hull Brown? 

v. Charlotte Brown” 
vi. Elizabeth Brown??? 
vii. Martha Brown?! 


Notes for John Brown 

John Brown was about six years old when his family emigrated from Ireland to America. Not 
much is known about his crossing to America, except that it must have had its scary moments for a 
six-year-old, since there was at least one violent storm. A treasured family possession, a grandfather 
clock, was damaged during the storm and had to be repaired in Quebec after they landed. John lived 
the rest of his life in Hastings County. He married another Irish emigrant named Ann Maynes and they 
had seven children. According to his 1861 census record, he could read and write, and lived in a one- 
story log home. He died on June 30, 1900 of paralysis." PE 


11. Ann Maynes, Emigrant Ancestor 


11. Ann Maynes born Abt. 1820-1826 on the 6th of May in Ireland; *°” 298 20° 270 died 23 Aug 1895 
in Madoc, Hastings, Ontario.""' She married 12. John Brown.” ?? 


Notes for Ann Maynes 

According to her various census records, Ann Maynes was born in Ireland and was able to read 
and write. After she was married, she lived very close to John and Margrit Richardson, only two farm 
lots away. It is very possible that these neighbors became friends, especially since one of Ann and 
John's daughters, Mary Jane, married a son of John and Margrit, Thomas Richardson. One can imag- 
ine the families sharing many holiday dinners together, at least until Mary Jane and Thomas moved to 
Wallaceburg. 

Ann died August 23, 1895, five years before her husband John. °’* 275 276 277 278 


è One of the sources for the information on John Brown and Ann Maynes is The Richardsonia by Rev. J.D. Richardson. Rev. J.D. Rich- 
ardson was their grandson. 


See the endnotes. Based on the information listed there, my best guess for his birth year is 1822. 
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12. Thomas McCune 


12. Thomas McCune born 27 Feb 1788 in Shippensburg, Cumberland County, PA;?? °°° died 6 
ог 7 May 1845 in Shippensburg, PA.?5! 78? He was the son of 24. Robert McCune. He married 1st 
Sarah Fulton 07 Oct 1822 in Newville, PA 2* and 2nd 13. Jane Ann Neely Bet. 1828-1832." 


Children of Thomas McCune and Sarah Fulton are: 
i. Mary Ann McCune, born Abt. 1824°°* 
п. Sarah Jane McCune, born Abt. 1825 A 
iii. Robert F. McCune, born 15 Oct 1827; died 14 Jul 1900.78’ 


Children of Thomas McCune and Jane Ann Neely are: 
i. James Neely McCune born 03 Apr 1832;7 died 18 Oct 1883.7? 
(6) п. Thomas Н. McCune, born 26 Oct 1833 in PA; died 04 Jan 1922 in Julian, Nebraska. 
He married Mary Jane Bain 06 Dec 1864 in Otoe County, Nebraska. 

iii. Adaline Eliza McCune, born 23 Aug 1835.” 

iv. Margaretta (Margaret) McBeth McCune, born 23 Jan 1836.?! 
v. Catharine Elizabeth McCune (Kate), baptized Oct. 1840.7? 

vi. William Buchanan McCune, born 25 Nov 1841. 

vii. Sarah Jane Montgomery McCune (Sadie), born 26 Jan 1844 in Cumberland, PA?" 


Notes for Thomas McCune 

Thomas McCune was born in 1788 in Shippensburg, Pennsylvania. There is some uncertainty as to 
the name of his mother.’ His father, Robert McCune, did well for himself in Shippensburg, gradually 
increasing his land holdings. When he died in 1816, he was able to provide enough land for each of 
his three sons to start farms of their own. 

The years 1816-1818 were sad ones for the McCune household. Thomas and his brothers lost not 
only their father during this time, but also their four sisters. Thomas was twenty-eight years old when 
his father died. He waited six more years before he married Sarah Fulton in 1822. 

Thomas and his brothers all lived near each other in Shippensburg. Thomas and his brother Robert 
lived on adjoining properties. One can imagine the three brothers helping each other with the harvest, 
sharing tools and equipment, and celebrating holidays together. 

Sadly, tragedy struck the family again in 1828 when Thomas's wife Sarah died. Now not only did 
Thomas have to cope with raising his three young children by himself, but at around the same time, 
Thomas's brother John also died. John left a widow and four children. Both Thomas and Robert 
helped John's widow through the ordeal. Thomas became the guardian of two of her children, and 
Robert helped her sell some of her property. 

Eventually, Thomas found a new bride, Jane Ann Neely, a farmer's daughter who knew country 
life. Together they had seven children. 

Thomas himself died when he was fifty-seven years old, leaving Jane Ann to finish raising their 
children on her own. According to the inventory of his property, he appeared to have done quite well 
for himself. He had increased his land holdings to two hundred and sixty acres, and he owned quite a 


* See the notes for his father, 24. Robert McCune. Robert was living in Shippensburg at the time of Thomas's birth. 

^ Thomas McCunes first wife, Sarah Fulton, died in 1828, and Thomas McCune and Jane Ann Neely's first child that I know of was 
born in 1832. 

* In previous editions I had said she also had the nickname “Lizzie.” Now I am wondering if that nickname may have referred to her 
sister, Adaline Eliza. 

4 See the notes for 24. Robert McCune on page 52 for the full explanation. 
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lot of furniture, including a bookcase full of books. Since he signed his own deeds and owned books, 
he could probably read and write. Thomas also owned a two-horse sleigh, a carriage, a wagon, at 
least 15 cows and bulls, 6 horses, 24 sheep, hogs, an orchard, and a windmill. The inventory of his 


possessions was quite extensive. He had worked hard all of his life, fought with tragedy, and pros- 
pered 295 296 297 298 299 300 301 
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Jane Ann (Neely) McCune 
1807-1880 
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13. Jane Ann Neely 


13. Jane Ann Neely, born 10 Dec 1807 in PA; °% 3 died 07 Jun 1880 in Shippensburg, PA.” 
She was the daughter of 26. James Neely? and 27. Margaret McBeth. She married 12. Thomas 
McCune Bet. 1828-1832." 


Notes for Jane Ann Neely 

Jane Ann Neely was born into a very strict religious family. Her Presbyterian parents highly dis- 
proved of frivolous pastimes such as theatre and dancing. However, education must have been im- 
portant to them as Jane Ann was taught to read and write. Perhaps her strict upbringing helped prepare 
her for the difficult life she was to have as an adult. She married Thomas McCune when she was in 
her early twenties and he was in his early forties. He already had three children, so she became an in- 
stant step-mother. They went on to have seven children of their own. 

The first tragedy of Jane Ann’s life occurred when one of her daughters, Adaline Eliza, died of 
scarlet fever when she was less than five years old. Then, in May of 1845, her husband Thomas died, 
leaving her with eight children to raise, seven of them under the age of seventeen, with the youngest 
only a year old. Both of Jane Ann’s parents had already died, but her brother-in-law Robert, who lived 
nearby, helped her settle her husband’s estate. The land was divided between Thomas’s two oldest 
sons—Jane Ann’s stepson, Robert, and her own son, James. Jane Ann and the rest of her children re- 
ceived cash. Eventually Robert married and moved to his property, while Jane Ann and the rest of the 
children lived together on James’s property, which was the old McCune homestead passed on to Jane 
Ann's husband from his father. 

In 1871 Jane Ann had to go to court to have her son James declared a lunatic, incapable of manag- 
ing his estate. The court agreed with her and sold the old homestead to three of James's siblings: Wil- 
liam, Margaretta, and Sarah. Jane Ann continued living with her children on the old homestead until 
she died in 1880. At that time, William, Catherine, Sarah, Margaretta, and James were still living with 
her. Jane Ann was seventy-two years old when she died 0? 706307 TUNE EET etna SHUT 


а She is specifically mentioned in her father's Adams County, PA will in a list of his children as “Jane Ann Now married to Thomas 
McCune.” 


P imas McCunes first wife, Sarah Fulton, died in 1828, and Thomas McCune and Jane Ann Neely's first child that I know of was born 
in 1832. 
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Alexander Bain 
1817-1910 
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14. Alexander Bain 


14. Alexander Bain, born 24 Dec 1817 in Forres, Morayshire, Scotland;*'® ?'? died 11 Mar 1910 
in Nebraska City, Nebraska." He was the son of 28. William Bain and 29. Mary Mackenzie. He 
married 15. Eleanor Ann Jenkins 16 Sep 1844 in New York, New York.” 322 ° 


Children of Alexander Bain and Eleanor Jenkins are: 

(7) i. Mary Jane Bain, born 04 Aug 1845 in Kings County, New York; died 11 Jan 1925 in 
Julian, Nebraska. She married Thomas H. McCune 06 Dec 1864 in Otoe County, Ne- 
braska. 

ii. Catherine E. Bain, "married Jonas Delph. 
iii. Marion Bain,” married Edward Mayhew.3°9 
iv. Lillian Bain," married Henry Маућем.?°* 

v. Jessie Bain,’ married Frank Cooper.” 

vi. Eleanor Bain"! 
vii. Bertha Bain? 


Notes for Alexander Bain 

Born Christmas Eve, 1817, Alexander Bain was destined to travel. His father, William Bain, was a 
book-binder in Forres, Scotland who moved his family to a farm in Quebec, Canada when Alexander 
was about sixteen years old. At some point, William must have taught Alexander his trade as Alexan- 
der listed “book-binder” as his occupation in the 1850 census. At about age twenty-five, Alexander 
decided to try his luck in New York City. There he met and married Eleanor Ann Jenkins, a native 
New Yorker. Alexander and Eleanor had five daughters born in New York when Alexander's wander- 
ing spirit again took hold, and the family moved to Nebraska Territory, taking Eleanor's mother, 
Catharine Jenkins, with them. They settled in Otoe County in the spring of 1856 in an area that had 
recently belonged to the Otoe Indians, and the book-binder became a successful farmer. The 1859 
census says that Alexander grew 800 bushels of corn, 100 bushels of potatoes, 20 tons of hay, and 
enough sorghum to make 40 gallons of molasses, all on 40 acres of cultivated land (he had 160 acres 
total). He also had horses, cows, hogs, oxen, and cattle. During this time the Bains had two more 
daughters, bringing their total children to seven daughters! 

Besides being a book-binder and farmer, Alexander was a politician. He was an outspoken oppo- 
nent of slavery and a member of the Republican party which had formed in 1854 to stop slavery. In 
1859 he was elected to the territorial legislature where he voted to prohibit slavery in the Nebraska 
Territory. Unfortunately, he did not carry his good intentions any further, as he also voted to prohibit 
free Negros from settling in the territory. 

Even though Alexander had settled down in Nebraska, he often found reasons to travel. He was 
not listed as the head of household in the 1865 or 1870 Nebraska census records, so he must have been 
off on one of his trips at these times. Both of his parents died during these five years, so it is possible 
he had gone to Canada to help out there, or perhaps he was off politicking. In 1861 he tried to go to 
New York, but was forced to return to Nebraska because of to problems with the railroad due to the 
Civil War. 

Alexander's wife, Eleanor, also did some traveling, and it was while she was visiting her daughter 
in Kansas that she died. After her death, Alexander moved in with his daughter, Mary Jane, and her 
husband, Thomas McCune. Alexander still kept on traveling though, and it was on a visit to his daugh- 
ters in Kansas that he wrote the following to his granddaughter, Margaretta, after he found out that she 
and her sister had gotten positions as teachers: 


* See the pages after the notes for 31. Catharine Williams for a map showing where Alexander and Eleanor were married. 
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ow your future success will depend mainly on yourselves. I am very much pleased to see that you 
understand that devotion to duty and an earnest study of your profession will bring its reward in hon- 
orable appreciation and demand for your services.” 


It is in this same letter that we get a sense of Alexander's curiosity of the world around him. He 
mentions that one of the reasons he has decided to stay in Kansas for the winter is that he is curious 
about how the winters are there. He states: “J want to know you know.” 

Eventually, Alexander went back to Nebraska and his daughter Mary Jane's house where he died 


at age 92 in 1910. His body was shipped to Kansas City to be buried next to his wife, 334 335 336 337 
338 339 340 341 342 343 344 345 346 347 348 


15. Eleanor Ann Jenkins 


15. Eleanor Ann Jenkins, born АЫ. 1821-1629* in New York, New York; ^? 359 351 352 333 354 355 
died 19 Mar 1888 in Kansas City, Missouri," 356 357 358 359 She was the daughter of 30. Thomas D. 
Jenkins and 31. Catharine E. Williams.“ She married 14. Alexander Bain 16 Sep 1844 in New 
York, New York.399 361 


Notes for Eleanor Ann Jenkins 

Eleanor Ann Jenkins grew up in Manhattan. Her father probably died around 1829,° leaving her 
mother with two young daughters to raise by herself. Eleanor stayed with her mother, while her sister 
Mary lived nearby with the Andrews family. According to Eleanor's census records, she could read 
and write," and we know from her funeral home record that she was five foot, six inches tall. When 
she was about twenty-one, Eleanor was married to Alexander Bain by a Baptist minister who was the 
son of the minister who married her parents. They had five children in New York and in 1850 were 
living in what was later to become Brooklyn with Eleanor's mother, Catharine. In 1856, the whole 
family, including Catharine, moved to Nebraska Territory to start a new life. Until that time, Eleanor 
had been raised in a city, so the change from city life to country life must have taken some adjusting. 
The contrast between Eleanor's new and old life was very apparent in the first organized church ser- 
vice of their new church in 1857. According to A History of Camp Creek, the first church service was 
"conducted by Rev. William Leech. . . . Who stood on a stump, as the congregation sat on fallen logs, 
surrounded by the deserted wigwams of the Otoe Indians.” I'm sure Eleanor could not help comparing 
this to the Amity St. Church she attended in Manhattan! 

Because of Alexander's political ambitions, Eleanor must have been left alone to run the farm 
quite often—during at least two census years, she is listed as the head-of-household because Alexan- 
der was out of town. Much of the success of Alexander and Eleanor's farm was probably due to Elea- 


“More of her records place her birth year at around 1622 than any other date. 


PSome sources say she died the 21st, but that was her burial date according to both her funeral home record and her obituaries. Her death 
record says she died the 20th, but that doesn't agree with either of her obituaries, (one of which was actually published on the 20th, 
which makes it more likely she died the day before), or her funeral home record, all of which say she died on the 19th. lm using the 
19th as the more likely date. 

* Kilbride Susan, “Parents of Eleanor Ann Jenkins and Mary E. Jenkins of New York, Nebraska, and Pennsylvania," The Pennsylvania 
Genealogical Magazine, pp. 5-14. 

d have not found his death record, but this is when he seems to no longer be living with his family. See the Notes for 30. Thomas Jen- 
kins and 31. Catharine Williams for the sources for the information on Eleanor’s childhood. 

“Her 1870 census record says that she couldn't, but three other records said she could, plus it appears that on the 1870 census page the 
recorder may have mis-read the column and checked the opposite of what he meant (i.e. a check mark meant they could read and write 
when it was supposed to mean they couldn't—he made checks for other members of the family who could read and write). 
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nor's efforts. Luckily for Eleanor, she had her mother there to help her, and later her daughter, Mary 
Jane, and son-in-law, Thomas McCune, lived right next door. 


Eleanor died in Kansas City while visiting her daughter Jesse in pe 
371 372 
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Generation No. 5 


The Emigrant Ancestors of Generation Number 5 


We have five known emigrant ancestors in Generation Number 5: John Brown, Thomas Jenkins, 
Catharine Williams, William Bain, and William's wife, Mary McKenzie. John Brown emigrated from 
Ireland and the circumstances of his emigration are covered in this book under *The Emigrant Ances- 
tors of Generation Number 4" in the paragraphs about his son John's emigration. William Bain and 
Mary Mackenzie immigrated to Canada from Scotland. Thomas Jenkins immigrated to the United 
States from Wales, and his future wife, Catharine Williams, most likely also came from Wales. 

According to G.Bisset-Smith, “The Scots are a notoriously migratory people.” Scottish emigration 
to Canada started in 1622 when Sir William Alexander attempted to colonize Nova Scotia or *New 
Scotland." Emigration from Scotland to Canada increased in the mid-1700s, so that by the 1800s there 
was already a large Scottish emigrant population in Canada. After the Napoleonic Wars in 1815, Scot- 
land, along with much of Europe, was in an economic depression. Many Scottish people immigrated 
to Canada during this time. As unemployment continued, more and more emigrants were lured to 
Canada by the promise of the cash and land grants being offered in Canada. William and Mary Bain's 
family were among those emigrants in 1834. 

The European economic depression following the Napoleonic Wars also affected Wales. Farm 
prices were low, rents and populations were high. A large number of Welsh emigrants came to Ameri- 
ca between 1800 and 1850 when Thomas Jenkins and Catharine Williams emigrated, looking for in- 
expensive land and the opportunity to prosper. 37* 37 En 


20. John Brown, Emigrant Ancestor 


20. John Brown, born 1778 in Fermanagh, Ireland; died 1869 in Wallaceburg, Ontario, Cana- 
da 


Children of John Brown are: 
i. Andrew Brown, born АЫ. 24 Aug 1819 in Ireland;"?? died 01 Sep 1907 in Chatham, 
Ontario, Canada.35! 
(10) ii. John Brown, born Abt. 22 Jan 1821 in County Antrim, Ireland; died 30 Jun 1900 in 
Madoc, Hastings, Ontario, Canada. He married Ann Maynes. 
iii James Brown? 
iv. Robert Brown? 


Notes for John Brown 

John Brown was born into a Protestant family in 1778 in Fermanagh, Ireland—an area with 
many Protestant/Catholic conflicts. In 1827, when he was about 49 years old, John decided to move 
his family from Ireland to Canada. His son, Andrew Brown, once owned a “Certificate of Character 
Recommendation" given to John when he was leaving Ireland for his new home in Canada. The certif- 
icate said that "The bearer, John Brown, was truly recommended for his industry, sobriety, and integ- 
rity, to all to whom these presents might come." Andrew spoke of this certificate of his father's saying 
"I am an old man far advanced in years, and although I have never accumulated very much of this 
world's goods, I have always tried through all these years to live up to the standard set in this recom- 


68 


mendation or Certificate of Character given to my father when he was leaving Ireland.” It appears that 
John's good honest character had a profound impact on his children. 
John Brown died in 1869 in Wallaceburg, Ontario, Canada." 
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24. Robert McCune 


24. Robert McCune, born АЫ. 1751,” died 29 Aug 1816 in Cumberland County, PA.” He 
married 1st Bet. 1776-1788? and 2nd Mary Glenn probably July 1794,55 


Children of Robert McCune and are: 
(12) i. Thomas McCune, born 27 Feb 1788 in PA; died 07 May 1845 in Shippensburg, PA. 
He married 1st Sarah Fulton 07 Oct 1822 in Newville, PA and 2nd Jane Ann Neely 
Bet. 1828-1832. 
ii Lettice McCune died Bet. 11 May 1816 and 6 June 1818.7? 
iii. John McCune, died Bet. 2 May 1828 and 29 January 1829;°”° married Ist Elizabeth 
Glenn 26 March 1818°°' and 2nd Sarah Glenn Bef. 1829.°”* 29 


Children of Robert McCune and Mary Glenn are: 
i. Robert McCune, born about 1795; died 30 October 1857 in Shippensburg, PA. 355 He 
married Elizabeth Kyle.” 
ii. Keziah (Kessiah) McCune, died between 11 Мау 1816 and 6 June 1818.7? 
iii. Elizabeth McCune, died between 11 May 1816 and 6 June 1818.7? 
iv. Son, died before 1810°”” 
v. Son, died before 1816? 
vi. Mary Ann McCune, died between 11 May 1816 and 6 June 1818. 


Notes for Robert McCune 

At this point in time, Robert McCune's origins are a mystery. He and his first wife are two of the 
unfinished ancestral lines listed in the beginning of this book. There is a family tradition that states 
that his family was originally from Scotland, moved to Ireland, and eventually came to America. This 
is a fairly typical Scots-Irish pattern. Robert first appears in the Cumberland County, Pennsylvania tax 
records in 1776 where he is listed as a “freeman,” which at that time in Pennsylvania was defined as 
an unmarried male, age twenty-one or older. 

Cumberland County in the mid-1700s appears to have been a rowdy place. The Middle Springs 
Presbyterian Session Book has many records of “intemperance” among its parishioners. In fact, ac- 
cording to local legend, the reason that some of the Middle Spring Church records are missing is that 
one of the minister's wives felt that the descendants of her husband's congregation shouldn't be told 
of the scandalous goings on of the congregation, so she burned the church records! 

Regardless of the rowdy times, Robert worked hard and prospered in Cumberland County. In 1787 
he purchased one hundred fifty-eight acres which he added to over the years, so that by the time he 
died in 1818, he owned more than three hundred acres. Robert's original house still stands today in 
Shippensburg and is called “Gray Chimneys." When Robert died, the house was passed to his son 
Thomas. At least three of Thomas's children lived in the house until their deaths in the early 1900s. 

It is likely that Robert had two wives, but the possible record of his second marriage is so difficult 
to read that it might not be his marriage record at all. He married his first wife sometime after he was 
listed as a “freeman” in 1776. In July 1794 what looks like his marriage record to Mary Glenn' is rec- 
orded. Mary was still alive when Robert died and was mentioned in his will. 

Robert's will and family give the impression that he was a fair and just father, and that his children 


* Sources other than their marriage record show that Robert's wife Mary was Mary Glenn, daughter of Thomas Glenn. See The Pennsyl- 
vania Genealogical Magazine, Vol 44, No. 4, 2006, pp. 313-321 
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probably had a happy childhood. His three sons continued to live near each other after their father 
died, and helped each other's families when times were tough. Robert was able to leave them each a 


large enough farm so that they could support their own families. Tragically, Robert's four daughters 
all died shortly after he did, 402 403 404 405 406 407 
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Robert McCune House, Shippensburg, Pennsylvania 
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26. James Neely 


26. James Neely, born 12 Apr 1760 in Pennsylvania, "5 ‘ died 5 Apr 1836 in Tyrone Township, 
Adams County, PA.* He was the son of 52. Samuel Neely and 53. Jane. He married 27. Margaret 
McBeth 03 Apr 1798 in Cumberland County, PA." 


Children of James Neely and Margaret McBeth are: 
(13) i Jane Ann Neely, born 10 Dec 1807 in PA; died 07 Jun 1880 in Shippensburg, PA. She 
married Thomas McCune Bet. 1828-1832. 

ii. Son who died young"? 

iii. James L. Neely^? 

iv. John J. Neely!!* 
v. Samuel F. Neely 
vi. Mary Neely*'® 

vii. Adaline Neely?" 


415 


Notes for James Neely 

As James Neely was born into the middle of a family of thirteen children, he probably didn't get 
much “alone” time with either of his parents! His father was a farmer, so James learned his future 
trade as he grew up. The Revolutionary War started seven days after he turned fifteen and was to have 
a big impact on his life. When he was eighteen, he signed up for a year fighting for his country. Fami- 
ly legend has it that at least five of his brothers also fought in the Revolutionary War, although that 
hasn't been verified. According to James's obituary, he "received a regular discharge; and like many 
others, never received any compensation for his services, either from the State or U. States, other than 
the reflection, that what he done was for the good of his country." His nickname was "Spectacle Jim- 
my." 

James waited until he was thirty-seven years old to marry Margaret McBeth. Together they had 
seven children, with one of their sons dying young. The remaining six of his children were still living 
when he died. 

We get an idea of James's personality from a letter written by one of his brother-in-laws which 
mentions him and his wife: 


“Mr. Neely [James] scolded me again about laughing and talking about the girls and about Goudy 
that married Mary Elliot, sending letters to Ireland for his brothers to come over and make a fortune 
among the country born. The declaimers against theaters, dancing schools and other diversions has 
got their [James and Margaret] mouth stopped a little while last winter by a great fire that consumed 
the orphans' asylum in Philadelphia. They said it was a signal instance of the Divine displeasure 
when the Governor of Virginia and so many ladies and gentlemen perished in the flames of the play- 
house in Richmond, but when so many poor, innocent children suffered they say they could not go in a 
better time. " 


From this letter, it sounds like James was puritan-like in his religion. He and Margaret were mar- 
ried in a Presbyterian Church, so they were probably Presbyterians. When James died in 1836, he 
passed some surveying equipment on to one of his sons, so he probably was a surveyor at some point 
in time. He signed his own will, so he possibly knew how to read and write, though his will doesn't 
mention any books. James died in April of 1836, leaving a substantial estate to be divided among his 
six surviving children. 419 420 421 422 423 
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27. Margaret McBeth 


27. Margaret McBeth, born 15 Aug 1773;*~* ^? died 15 May 1834 in Tyrone Township, Adams 
County, PA." She was the daughter of 54. Andrew McBeth and 55. Ann Fleming. She married 26. 
James Neely 03 Apr 1798 in Cumberland County, PA." 


Notes for Margaret McBeth 

Margaret McBeth grew up on a farm in Pennsylvania, which helped prepare her for her future life 
as a farmer's wife. She married James Neely when she was twenty-four years old and he was thirty- 
seven. Together they had seven children. As mentioned in the *Notes for James Neely" on the previ- 
ous page, it appears that they were a very puritan-like family who disproved of frivolous things like 
dancing and going to the theater. However, her half-brother who wrote about Margaret and her hus- 
band being so strict seems to poke a little fun at them, so it is possible that she was not brought up 
quite as strict as she later became. 

Another thing we know from her half-brother's letter is that Margaret may have had the "second 
sight!" Here is what he relates about her: 


“Since I wrote the other sheet, cousin Mary Blair died, and, what was more astonishing ... I went 
over to Sister Margaret's last week, or rather the latter end of the week before . . . and Mrs. Neely 
[Margaret] began crying and asked me if Mrs. Blair was living yet. I told her she was when I left Car- 
lisle, but when I returned I found by the newspapers that she died while my sister was enquiring for 
her. She still kept crying all the time I was there and told me I must quit laughing and prepare for 
death. " 


Now you could say that Margaret had somehow heard that Mary Blair was sick and that was why 
she was so apprehensive about her, but would the writer would have been so astonished at Mary 
Blair's death or have been laughing at his sister's fears if Mary Blair had been very ill? Margaret was 


forty-eight years old when this incident happened. She died at age sixty, two years before her hus- 
band.” 429 430 


19 


Mary Mackenzie died 1870 


William Bain 1784-1866 
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28. William Bain, Emigrant Ancestor 


28. William Bain, born in Scotland;*' died 30 Jan 1866 in Chatham Township, Quebec, Cana- 
da.” He married 29. Mary Mackenzie 07 Feb 1807 in Forres Morayshire, Scotland. ^? 


Children of William Bain and Mary Mackenzie are: 
i. Elizabeth Bain, born 11 August 1811 in Forres Morayshire, Scotland. ^^ 
ii Mary Ann Bain, born 24 June 1813 in Forres Morayshire, Scotland. ^? 
(14) iii. Alexander Bain, born 24 Dec 1817 in Forres, Morayshire, Scotland; died 11 Mar 1910 
in Nebraska City, Nebraska. He married Eleanor Ann Jenkins 16 Sep 1844 in New 
York, New York. 
iv. Robert Bain, born 25 May 1820 in Forres Morayshire, Scotland. ^6 


v. Donald Bain, born 08 April 1822 in Forres Morayshire, Scotland.?"' 


vi. William Bain, born 03 May 1824 in Forres Morayshire, Scotland. ^? 


Notes for William Bain 

William Bain was listed on his Scottish marriage record as a book binder. He was about twenty- 
two years old at the time. He is listed in the Scottish Book Trade Index in 1820 & 1825 as a bookbind- 
er and stationer in Forres, Scotland, with a business name of “William Bain & Co," so it appears that 
he and his wife remained in Forres after their marriage. They had six children, all born in Forres, when 
they decided to uproot the family and move to the wilds of Canada in either 1833 or 1834. Initially the 
family settled in Mount Maple, Quebec, but they found the soil there to be poor, so they moved to a 
farm of eighty-two acres near Brownsburg, Quebec. In the 1842 census their farm is described as a log 
cabin on eighty-two acres with forty-five of those acres improved. They had one cow and two horses. 
The first school in Chatham Township was built on property he sold for that purpose. Somewhere 
along the line William had picked up another skill, carpentry, so perhaps he helped build the new 
school. William and Mary sold their farm in 1863, but remained living on the property until 1866 
when the final payment was made on it. William died that year. ^ 449 44! 


29. Mary Mackenzie, Emigrant Ancestor 


29. Mary Mackenzie died 15 Jan 1870 in Chatham Township, Quebec, Canada.^? She was the 
daughter of John Mackenzie and Margaret Fraser.“ She married 28. William Bain 07 Feb 1807 in 
Forres Morayshire, Scotland.^^ 


Notes for Mary Mackenzie 
Mary Mackenzie was born into a family of five children in Forres, Scotland. Her father was a 
brewer in Cassieford. We may never know if her childhood as a brewer's daughter prepared her for 
pioneer farm life in Canada where she, her husband, and their six children moved to in either 1833 or 
1834. Certainly much of her new life must have been difficult for her, especially knowing that she 


would probably never see her childhood family again. She died, a widow, in 1870.** ^^ 
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30. Thomas D. Jenkins, Emigrant Ancestor 


30. Thomas D. Jenkins, born in Wales; ^" died Bef. 1850." He married 31. Catharine E. Wil- 
liams 02 Dec 1820 in Oliver St., New York City.*” 


Children of Thomas D. Jenkins and Catharine E. Williams are: 
(15) i. Eleanor Ann Jenkins, born Abt. 1822 in New York, New York; died 19 Mar 1888 in 
Kansas City, Missouri. She married Alexander Bain 16 Sep 1844 in New York, New 
York. 
ii Mary Jenkins, born 11 Jul 1826 in New York; ?' *? died 31 Jan 1873 in St. Clair, 
PA.^? She married Charles Roorbach.** 


Notes for Thomas D. Jenkins 

According to his daughter Eleanor's 1880 census record, Thomas Jenkins was born in Wales. At 
this point in time, we do not know how old he was when he immigrated to America, or how old he 
was when he married Catharine Williams in 1820. Thomas and Catharine were married by a Baptist 
minister from Wales in New York City. In 1822-1824, Thomas is listed in the Brooklyn directories as 
a "steam engineer." In 1825, he had moved to Manhattan and is listed there in the 1825-1828 Manhat- 
tan directories. He is not listed in either the Manhattan or Brooklyn directories after 1828, and in 1830 
there is a Catharine Jenkins listed who is living alone, so it is likely that Thomas died sometime be- 
tween 1828 and 1830. We don't know what he died of, but back then the steam engine was a fairly 
new technology, and steam engine explosions were not uncommon. Also, the medical field wasn't 
what it is today and it is quite possible he died of some type of disease. While we don't know for sure 


when Thomas died, by 1850 his wife Catharine was living with their daughter Eleanor's family. * ^6 
457 458 459 460 461 462 463 464 


31. Catharine E. Williams, Emigrant Ancestor 


31. Catharine E. Williams, born Abt. 1801 in British Isles, ^95 499 49 died 11 Jun 1866 in Julian, 
Otoe County, Nebraska.‘ She married 30. Thomas D. Jenkins 02 Dec 1820 in Oliver St., New York 
Qi 


Notes for Catharine E. Williams 

It is unclear where Catharine Williams was born, though it was somewhere in the British Isles. 
Various census records list her as being born in England, Scotland, and Wales, with Wales being the 
most likely possibility. Like her husband, Thomas, we do not know when she immigrated to America, 
and our first record of her is her 1820 marriage record in Manhattan. Catharine and Thomas were mar- 
ried at the Oliver St. Baptist Church by Reverend John Williams, a minister from Wales. Twenty-three 
years later their daughter, Eleanor, would be married by the son of Reverend John Williams. 

It does not appear that Catharine and Thomas owned any property, as they moved around quite a 
lot in both Brooklyn and Manhattan. When Thomas died, Catharine was left to raise their two young 
daughters on her own. That this was difficult for her is shown by the fact that another family raised her 
youngest daughter, Mary. In both her 1830 and 1840 census records, Catharine only has one daughter 
living with her. In 1830, the Philo Andrews family, who raised Mary, was living a few blocks away, 
and in 1840, they were living next door to Catharine. Mary eventually married a man named Charles 
Roorbach and moved to Pennsylvania. Catharine's other daughter, Eleanor, married Alexander Bain in 
1844 and Catharine was living in Brooklyn with the Bain family in 1850. 
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Catharine moved with the Bain family to Otoe County, Nebraska, settling there in 1856. Since we 
don't know what her childhood was like, we don't know if farm life was foreign to her or not, but she 
had lived the New York City area for over thirty years, so a Nebraska farm probably took some get- 


ИКТ . . td: 470 471 472 473 474 475 476 477 478479 
ting used to! Catharine lived on the Bain's farm until she died in 1866. : 
480 481 482 483 484 485 486 487 488 489 490 491 
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Places of Interest in New York City Pertaining to Thomas Jenkins and Catharine Williams 
Overall Map Showing Where the Cutout Views on the Following Pages are Located 


= Thomas and Catharine Jenkins' Manhattan 
Residences 


— Places Where Thomas Jenkins Was 
Listed as Living in the Brooklyn Directory 


— Marriage Location of Eleanor Jenkins 
and Alexander Bain 


— Marriage Location of Thomas Jenkins and 
Catharine Williams 


1844 Map of New York City, Henry Schenck Tanner, Cartographer 
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Thomas and Catharine (Williams) Jenkins? Manhattan Residences 


è =447 Greenwich, where Thomas Jenkins is listed in the 
1826 Manhattan Directory 


* =27 Debrosses, where Thomas Jenkins is listed in the 
1825 Manhattan Directory 


è =15 Crosby, where Thomas Jenkins is listed in the 1828 
and 1821 Manhattan Directories 


= Charlton St, where Catherine Jenkins is listed 
in the 1830 census 


—_— > Greenwich St., where Philo Andrews is listed in 
the 1830 census 
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Places Where Thomas Jenkins Was Listed as Living in the Brooklyn Directory 


=17 Hicks, where Thomas Jenkins is listed in the 1823 & 
1824 Brooklyn Directories 
=5 Furman, where Thomas Jenkins is listed in the 1822 


Brooklyn Directory 
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Marriage Location of Eleanor Jenkins and Alexander Bain 
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[Y 
@ € — Corner of Amity and Wooster where the Amity Street Church was located in 1844 
@ = 168 W. 4th Street 


@ = 168E. 4th Street 


Alexander Bain and Eleanor Jenkins were married at 168 4th Street. However, the record 
does not say if it was 4th Street East or 4th Street West. They were married at the residence 
of William. R. Williams, the minister of the Amity Street Church. 
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Marriage Location of Thomas Jenkins and Catharine Williams 


= Oliver Street Baptist Church where Thomas 
Jenkins and Catharine Williams were married. 
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Generation No. 6 
The Emigrant Ancestors of Generation Number 6 


There are two known emigrant ancestors in generation number 6—Andrew McBeth and Samuel 
Neely. They both came to America from northern Ireland in the early 1700s, Samuel as a young boy 
with his parents and Andrew as a young man with his brothers. Their children married each other in a 
Presbyterian church, so it is possible that they were both Presbyterians. While treated better than the 
Catholic inhabitants of Ireland, the Presbyterians still faced some discrimination from the English rul- 
ers of the country, who were members of the Church of England. Also, Ireland at that time was under- 
going economic hardships with few employment opportunities. On top of that there was a bank failure 
in 1733. In the years 1739-1741 over 400,000 people in Ireland died from famine and dysentery. The 
combination of hardship and discrimination may have been contributing factors in both the Neely and 
McBeth family's decision to emigrate. ?? 19 494 495 496 497 


52. Samuel Neely 
(Nilly) 


52. Samuel Neely, born in Ireland ^? * °°° а died Bet. 04 Apr and 06 May 1775 in Tyrone Town- 
ship, York Co., PA.” He was the son of 104. Thomas Neely and 105. Agnes. He married first Sarah 
Kerr? and second 53. Jane.” 


Children of Samuel Neely and Sarah Kerr probably are:” * 
i. Thomas Neely, born 15 Sep 1745." 
ii Agnes Neely, born 15 Feb 1747; * married James Carithers." 


Children of Samuel Neely and Jane possibly are:° 
i. John Neely, born 31 Jan 1751.2 
ii. Sarah Neely, born 01 Nov 1752.95 
iii. Samuel Neely, born 19 Aug 1754.” 
iv. William Neely, born 05 Jul 1756.?'? 
v. Jonathan Neely, born 14 Sep 1758?! 


(26) vi. James Neely, born 12 Apr 1760 in Pennsylvania;' died 5 Apr 1836 in Tyrone Town- 
ship, Adams County, PA. He married Margaret McBeth 03 Apr 1798 in Cumberland 
County, PA. 


vii. Jackson Neely, born 01 Feb 1762"? 
viii. Margaret Neely, born 01 Feb 176429 


* A number of researchers say he was born in Tyrone County, Ireland, but I haven't found the original source for this. 

P I have not been able to locate a marriage record for Samuel and either of his wives, so their marriage dates are unknown. The evidence 
that Samuel’s first wife was Sarah Kerr is from a will written by a man named John Kerr who is quoted as saying: ". . . an equal share of 
the residue of my estate to my nephew, Thomas Neely, the only son of my sister, Sarah (former wife of Samuel Neely deceased)..." 

* Agnes could be a daughter of Jane, but since there is a gap in children between 1747 and 1751, it is likely she is Sarah Kerr's daughter. 
d There is a good chance this is actually 1748, since it may have been written before the modern dating system. 

* Since John Kerr's will states that Thomas was Sarah Kerr's only son, it is likely that John and all of his younger siblings are Jane's 
children. However, since I don't know if John Neely died before or after John Kerr's will was written, he and Sarah might also be Sarah 
Kerr's children. 

f The source for most of the birth dates of the children of Samuel and Jane come from an article in the National Genealogical Society 
Quarterly (Vol. 21, Iss. 4, Dec. 1933, pp. 115-117) that lists Samuel Neely's Bible records. This article says that Samuel and Jane had 
two children named James, one born in 1660 and one born on 4 May 1769. This appears to be a typo or mistake since it is unlikely that 
they gave two living children the same name, and, according to James Neely's obituary, he died at the correct age to be the James Neely 
born in 1760. It is quite possible that that birthdate is actually for Jane Neely, who is not listed in the article, but who is mentioned in her 
father's will, and who would have been born around that time. 
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ix. Mary Neely, born Abt. 1765." ?'* 
x. Jean (Jane) Neely, born Abt. 1769. >! 21° 
xi. Elizabeth Neely, born July 5, 1772." 


Notes for Samuel Neely 

Samuel Neely immigrated to America from Ireland with his parents. The family settled in Penn- 
sylvania in the 1730s, and Samuel spent the rest of his life there, working as a farmer. He had thirteen 
children, one or two with his first wife, Sarah Kerr, and the rest with his second wife, Jane, who sur- 
vived him and is mentioned in his will. Samuel became one of the largest landowner in the area. Ac- 
cording to one descendant, “He possessed the ability to acquire and keep his property." An article in 
the Gettysburg Times described him as a “man of stern piety, great energy, industry, and economy.” 
He was a member of the Great Conewago Presbyterian Church. 

Samuel obviously put a lot of thought into his will. It is very detailed and specific in its instruc- 
tions and shows him to be someone who was thinking ahead to all possible contingencies. For exam- 
ple. he wrote this: 


"And I have and order that my Wife and nine of my Childring be Raised and Supported off my 
Lands for the Term of Eight Years that is to Say my Childring Victualed and Clothed but when any of 
my Childring Comes to the Age of twenty one Years then they are to fend for themselves or if they 
Should marry before they come to the age aforesaid they must turn off and provide for themselves but 
if my said Wife Should marry She then must Turn off and have no Right to be maintained any Longer 
and I have and order that none of my Childring go along with her and the Childring that is to be men- 
tained as aforesaid is Samuel, Jackson, James, Jonathen, William, Margaret, Mary, Jean and Elisa- 
beth Neely and I have and order that if any of my said nine Childring will not agree to Live with their 
Mother on the place and work and Labour to maintain themselves and the Younger Childring that 
they Shall be dealt with at the Discretion of my Executors that is to Say Either to Hire them till they 
Come of age or as Long as the Said Executors Shall See Cause ....” 


The part of the will stating that if his wife re-marries the nine youngest children can't move in with 
her makes it sound like perhaps the children aren't hers, but in Pennsylvania at that time children were 
considered orphans when their mother died, and the mother would have to go to court to ask to be- 
come guardians of her own children! So it appears that Samuel is trying to prevent his wife from re- 
marrying by instructing his executors that she is not allowed to live with her children if she re-marries. 
This may be his way of protecting his children from an unknown stepfather, or it might be that he just 
didn't want his wife to marry anyone else. In other parts of the will, he instructs some of his sons to 
pay a sum of money to their mother every year as a part of her dower. He clearly is instructing his 


family to help and take care of each other after he dies. Samuel died not long after making his will.?'* 
519 520 521 


53. Jane“ 
(Jean) 


53. Jane, born possibly 24 Feb 1732;°° died after 30 Sep 1783.7? She married 52. Samuel Neely.” 


а The article mentioned in footnote ^f" on the previous page says that Mary was born on 4 May 1769, but this does not agree with the 
information in her orphan's court records which put her at an earlier birth date. Since there appears to be something wrong with the in- 
formation about two children the article listed with that birth date, I’m not using it for Mary. 

P She is named “Jean” in her father's will, but there is also a Jane Neely listed in the orphan's court records after her father's death, who 
is most likely Jean, since all of her other youngest sisters are mentioned in orphan's court records on the same day. She was possibly 
born on 4 May 1769 (see footnote “d” on the previous page), since according to her orphan's court records, she was about the correct 
age to be born on that day. 

* The only primary source I could find for her first name is her children's orphan's court records, which call her “Jane.” Many secondary 
sources call her “Jean.” 
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54. Andrew McBeth, Emigrant Ancestor 


54. Andrew McBeth born 08 Jan 1733 in Antrim, Ireland; 56 died Oct 1791 in Cumberland 
County, PA.” He married 55. Ann Fleming Bet. Apr 1761 and Oct 1763." 


Children of Andrew McBeth and Ann are: 
i. John McBeth, born 14 Oct 1763;°°* died 30 May 17852 
п. Mary McBeth, born 17 Oct 1765.230 
iii. Alexander McBeth, born 08 Apr 1768.” 
iv. Jean (Jane) McBeth, born 04 May 1770??? 
(27) v. Margaret McBeth, born 15 Aug 1773 in PA; died 15 May 1834 in Tyrone Township, 
Adams County, PA. She married James Neely 03 Apr 1798 in Cumberland County, 
PA. 


Notes for Andrew McBeth 

Andrew McBeth came to America from Ireland with his two brothers, Alexander and John, some- 
time before the French-Indian War in 1754. He purchased land in Cumberland County, PA in 1760, 
1768, 1771, 1773, and 1788—gradually increasing his landholdings which he eventually passed on to 
his son Alexander. He married Ann, the widow of John Fleming, sometime between 1761 and 1763. 
Andrew was the stepfather to Ann's four young children and together they had five children of their 
own. 

Andrew was a member of the Cumberland County Militia during the Revolutionary War. He 
served as Justice of the Peace in 1784. In colonial times a justice of the peace was the chief adminis- 
trator of county business and was a judge of the county courts. Beeman notes that it was important to 
the orderly conduct of the local government “that local justices of the peace be men esteemed by their 
neighbors." So Andrew McBeth was a prominent landowner in his community who was esteemed by 
his neighbors. He died in 1791 of an apoplectic fit.” °34 >> Аа 


55. Ann Fleming(?) 


55. Ann Fleming, born Jan 1733/4(7);! °* ? died 28 Feb 1808 in Union County, PA.” She mar- 
ried 1st John Fleming.”** and 2nd 54. Andrew McBeth Bet. Apr 1761-Oct 1763.* She may have been 
the daughter of 110. William Fleming and 111. Mary.“ 


Children of Ann Fleming and John Fleming are: 
i William Fleming?” 
ii. James Fleming” 


" They must have married sometime after Ann's first husband died and before their first child was born. See Wright, F. Edward, Cum- 
berland County, PA Church Records of the 18th Century, 2001, p. 98. 

^ This is quite possibly 1734. Her tombstone says 1733, and there is a Bible record that says 1733, but I don’t know if the people who 
wrote these records had changed the date to the modern dating system when they wrote them. I suspect they hadn't. 

° I have found no definite proof that William and Mary Fleming are the parents of Ann, so it is possible that this is incorrect. The only 
source I have found for William and Mary being Ann's parents is a listing in The Abridged Compendium of American Genealogy, Vol- 
ume 3, p. 304. And the only reason I am giving it any credence is that the listing appears to be submitted by Henry Sage Linn, the great- 
great grandson of Ann. Henry Sage Linn's father, John Blair Linn, and his grandfather, James Fleming Linn, were local historians who 
were also very interested in their own family history. At the end of her life, Ann was most likely living with her daughter Ann, who mar- 
ried John Linn and who were the parents of James Fleming Linn, so of all the branches of Ann's family, the Linn branch is the one most 
likely to know who her parents were. The Flemings are known to have married cousins, so Ann marrying her cousin (John Fleming, her 
second husband, was the son of James Fleming, William Fleming's brother) would not be unusual. 
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iii. Ann Fleming, born 6 Sep 1761; °#8 3” died 4 Sept 1841.°°° She married John Linn 7 
Nov 1780. °° 
iv. Fleming(?),°° died bef. April 1761.°°* 


Notes for Ann Fleming 

If Ann was the daughter of William and Mary Fleming, she had a lot of tragedy in her life. Her fa- 
ther died when she was about seven years old in the spring of 1740, and her mother died by the end of 
that summer. When she was about fourteen, her uncle, George Fleming, and a man named Hugh Cow- 
en became her official guardians." Her uncle George died three years later. At some point, she married 
her cousin, John Fleming, and lived with him in Cumberland County until he died in 1761. They had 
three or four children together. Sometime between 1761 and 1763, Ann married a Cumberland County 
farmer named Andrew McBeth, and together they had five children. But tragedy wasn't through with 
Ann. In 1785, her oldest son with Andrew McBeth died, and in 1791 Ann was again widowed when 
Andrew died. After his death, she moved to Union County, PA and was probably living with her 
daughter Ann (Fleming) Linn's family when she died there in 1808, since her son-in-law, John Linn, 
was the administrator of her estate 555 256 557 558 559 560 561 562 563 564 565 566 567 


* See footnote c on the previous page. 
> I have not yet ascertained if Hugh Cowen was related to Ann. 
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Generation No. 7 


104. Thomas Neely, Emigrant Ancestor 
(Nilly) 


104. Thomas Neely, born in Ireland; 95 599 570 died Bef. 31 May 1756 in Tyrone Township, York 
Co., PA?" He married 105. Agnes. È 


Children of Thomas Neely and Agnes are: 
(52) i. Samuel Neely, born in Ireland; died Bet. 04 Apr and 06 May 1775 in Tyrone Town- 
ship, York Co., PA. He married Jane. 
п. Thomas Neely,°? died Nov 1793, Steel Creek, Mecklenburg County, Nee" 
iii. Jackson Neely,°”° died 1788, Rock Hill, SC.°” 
iv. John Neely,” died Abt. 1753, Tyrone Township, York Co, PA?'5 
v. Mary Neely,” married John McGaghey. 9? ?*! 
vi. Matthew Neely (?),* born Abt. 1733, PA.” 


Notes for Thomas Neely 

Thomas Neely immigrated to America with his young family sometime in the early 1700s. He was 
in York County (now Adams County), Pennsylvania by 1744. He did not leave a will, but we can 
glean a little information about him from the inventory of his property when he died. He owned a Bi- 
ble and a book of sermons, so probably someone in his family could read. He owned 3 sows, 3 pigs, 9 
sheep, 7 lambs, 4 horses, 11 cows, 6 calves, 3 heifers, 2 steers, and 1 bull. With all of those animals to 
feed, he must have been up early in the morning to take care of them! The list of the rest of his posses- 
sions is over two pages long, so he must have been a fairly successful farmer. He grew rye and wheat, 
and probably other things as well. We don't know his exact death date, but his inventory was written 
on May 31, 1765.5? 39438 


105. Agnes, Emigrant Ancestor 


105. Agnes, born in Ireland; ^96 587 588 died in Tyrone Township, York Co., PA Aft. May 31, 
17562? She married 104. Thomas Neely.’ 


Notes for Agnes 
Agnes emigrated with her husband, Thomas Neely, from Ireland to America sometime in the early 
1700s. She survived him and was an administrator of his estate in Tyrone Township, York County, 
Pennsylvania in May of 1756. Agnes had six children—five boys and one girl.” >” 


а Matthew is not mentioned in the deeds and probate records after Thomas's death. 
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110. William Fleming’ 


110. William Fleming, died 16 Apr 1740 in Sadsbury, РА; married 111. Mary.” He was the 
son of 220. William Fleming and 221. Mary Moore. 


Children of William Fleming and Mary are: 
i. John Fleming, born 1731;°”° died 1814.5 He married Abigail Cowen.??" 
ii. James Fleming, born 1732; died 1782.°”? He married Jane (Jean) Cowen.‘” 
(55) ш. Ann Fleming, born Jan 1733/4(9);° died 28 Feb 1808 in Union County, PA. She 
married 1st John Fleming and 2nd Andrew McBeth Bet. Apr 1761-Oct 1763. 
IV. William Fleming? 


111. Mary 


111. Mary, died Bet. 5 Jun and 11 Aug 1740 in Sadsbury, PA;°°° °? married 110. William Flem- 


ing. ^^ 


* There is a possibility that he is not our ancestor. I have not completely proven that our ancestor, Ann, wife of Andrew McBeth, is the 
daughter of William and Mary Fleming—see footnote c in his daughter, Ann's, listing (55. Ann Fleming). This means that from this 
page on, the rest of the ancestors in this book also may not be our ancestors. That said, I wouldn't have included them in the book if I 
didn't feel like there was a fairly good possibility that Ann was the daughter of William and Mary Fleming. 

^ This is quite possibly 1734. Her tombstone says 1733, and there is a Bible record that says 1733, but I don't know if the people who 
wrote these records had changed the date to the modern dating system when they wrote them. I suspect they hadn't. 

* See footnote a above. 
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William and Mary Fleming's Probate Inventory? 


SIA 772 7 ПУА 


а First William died, then Mary died before an inventory was made of William's estate, so this is an inventory for both of them. 
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Generation No. 8 


220. William Fleming, Emigrant Ancestor* 


220. William Fleming, born in Greenock, Scotland; 9? died Bef. 2 May 1726 in East Caln, Chester 


County, PA.°° ° He married 221. Mary Moore in Concord township, Delaware.” 
Children of William Fleming and Mary Moore аге:? 
1. John Fleming, died Bet. 5 May 1740 and 24 May 1740 in Lancaster County, 
РА. He married Sara (Sarah) oie 
il. George Fleming, died 1750;°"' unmarried.0!? 9'? 
ill. Mary Fleming, married David Cowan.°'* 
IV. Susanna Fleming, married William Cowan." 


у. Henry Fleming, died Bef. 19 Jun 1753 in Chester County, РА.°!° 
(110) VI. William Fleming, died 16 Apr 1740 in Sadsbury, PA. He married Mary ; 
vii. James Fleming," died Bet. 7 Apr 1767 and 27 May 1767 in Chester County, 
PA.°! He married Ann Wilson.°'® 
viii. Peter Fleming, died Bet. 8 Dec 1792 and 15 Sep 1807 in Allegheny County, 
РА. He married Margaret 540 


Notes for William Fleming 

According to The History of Chester County, Pennsylvania, William was brought to this country 
by his uncle who "sailed a ship from Greenock to the Eastern Shore of Maryland for tobacco and 
wheat." The story goes that his uncle took him ashore at Chesapeake to help some farmers while the 
ship got ready to return to the British Isles. While William was on shore, the ship sailed away without 
him. That is when William found out his uncle had indentured him to a farmer. It is unknown whether 
this story is true or not. The story goes on to say that William "took the matter philosophically, served 
the farmer faithfully for the time agreed upon, and then made his way to the settlements on the Dela- 
ware.” It was in Concord township, Delaware that William met his future wife, Mary Moore. 

It should be noted that William's granddaughter, Ann, is said to have ancestors who "fled from 
Scotland on account of religious persecution.” Some sources say that William came to the New World 
about 1680, which was during a time in Scotland when Presbyterians (William’s family appear to be 
Presbyterian) in Scotland were being persecuted by the king for not belonging to the Anglican church 
(Episcopalian). Whether William was tricked into coming to the New World, or whether he came vol- 
untarily, he did decide to stay. 


* See footnote a under 110. William Fleming. 

? Some genealogists say that William may have had two wives, and that his sons John and William were his children with his first wife. 
At this point, I haven't found anything to show the existence of a previous wife, but if she exists, and if William was one of her children, 
then we are not related to Mary Moore and her parents. As far as I can tell, the main evidence for the existence of the possible first wife 
is some estimated ages for William Jr. and John. However, I do not know what information was used to calculate these estimated ages. 
The one for William Jr. is 1689, which seems a bit early to me based on his children's ages. If he was born in 1689, this means he was 
having children in his 40s, an awfully old age for a man of those times to have his first family. For this reason, I find the suggested 1689 
birthdate of William Jr. suspect and think that it is likely that he was born later than this and is the son of Mary Moore, whether or not 
his father had a previous wife. It is possible that because he died in 1740, like his brother John, that it is thought he was one of the older 
brothers. However, his wife died not long after him, so it is possible that there was some sort of deathly illness going around that they 
both caught. 

° He may have had a previous wife named Hannah Moore (https://www. wikitree.com/wiki/Fleming-31 15). 

d James Fleming is the father of John Fleming, the first husband of 55. Ann Fleming. 
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In 1714, William and Mary moved to East Caln township in Chester County, PA. He ended up 
owning at least 400 acres before his death. 6?! 6°? 673 624 625 


221. Mary Moore" 


221. Mary Moore, born Bef. 11 Jul 1686 in England;°°° died Aft. 6 Aug 1742.?" She was the 
daughter of 442. Richard Moore and 443. Mary Greene. She married 220. William Fleming in 
Concord Township, Delaware Aft. 1697.°° 62? 


Notes for Mary Moore 
Mary came to the New World with her parents, brother, and grandparents in 1686. Her father was 
a brick maker who died sometime before 1698 when Mary appeared in the Orphan's Court "following 
the declaration of her mother, widow Mary Greene Moore to marry Joseph Cloud." Eventually Mary 
married William Fleming and had eight children with him. William died at least sixteen years before 
Mary did, leaving her a widow. 9^? ©! 65? 


* See footnote a under 110. William Fleming. 
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Generation No. 9 
442. Richard Moore, Emigrant Ancestor? 


442. Richard Moore, born in England; died bef. or in 1698.9? He married 443. Mary Greene.^* 


Children of Richard Moore and Mary Greene аге:? 
(221) 1. Mary Moore, born Bef. 11 Jul 1686 in England; died Aft. 6 Aug 1742. She married 
William Fleming in Concord Township, Delaware Aft. 1697. 
il. John Moore, died Bet. Jan 1727 and 10 Apr 1727.5” 
iii. Thomas Moore‘ 
iv. Susanna Moore, married Mathias Kerlin.°°® 


443. Mary Greene 


443. Mary Greene, born in England; died after 29 Aug 1739.9? She was the daughter of 886. 
Thomas Greene and 887. Margaret. She married 1st 442. Richard Moore“ and 2nd Joseph Cloud 
in 1698.94! 62 


Child of Mary Greene and George Peacock(?):* 


1. Benjamin (Benoni) Moore, born Abt. 1696. id 
Children of Mary Greene and Joseph Cloud: 
1. Joseph Cloud, died 1770; $^ married 1st Elizabeth Oborn® and 2nd Hannah Bald- 
646 
win. 
il. Ann Cloud, married 1st Frederic Engle’ and 2nd Jonathan Vernon.%* 


ill. Mary Cloud, married Peter Kerlin.°® 


Notes for Mary Greene 

Mary immigrated to the New World from England in 1686 with her husband, two of her children, 
and her parents. Her husband, Richard, was a brick maker. Mary and Richard went on to have at least 
two more children in the New World. Her husband was not to live long in America, dying within ten 
years of their arrival. 

Mary appears to have been seduced by a local “rogue,” George Peacock, who left the area after 
Mary gave birth to his out-of-wedlock son, Benjamin. This probably happened after Richard had died. 
Mary was subsequently brought to court for having an illegitimate child. The court had mercy on her 
and did not order that she be whipped (a common punishment for fornication at the time), but she was 
fined forty shillings. She married her second husband, Joseph Cloud, about two years after this inci- 


dent. Mary and Joseph had three children together before Joseph died in 1739, leaving Mary a widow 
. 650 651 652 653 
again. 


* See footnote a under 110. William Fleming. 

^ The Genealogical Notes of the Cloud Family Founded by William Cloud says that they also had a son named George. If they did, he 
was not mentioned in his brother John's 1727 will. 

* See footnote a under 110. William Fleming. 

А Mary Greene gave birth to an illegitimate child named Benjamin who, according to M.L. Fleming Speer, is thought to be the son of 
George Peacock. Benjamin is called Benoni Moore in his grandmother, Margaret Greene's, will. 
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Generation No. 10 


886. Thomas Greene, Emigrant Ancestor* 
886. Thomas Greene, born in England;°™ died Aft. 3 Dec 1691.5? He married 887. Margaret.“ 


Children of Thomas Greene and Margaret are: 


(443) 1. Mary Greene, born in England; died after 29 Aug 1739. She married 1st 
Richard Moore and 2nd Joseph Cloud in 1698. 
li. Thomas Greene, born in England; died Abt. 1712.% He married Sarah. ^? 


lii. John Greene, born in England; ^? died Bet. 14 Dec 1691 and 16 May 
1695.56! He was unmarried. 99? 
IV. Robert Greene; died Aft. 7 Jul 1708.99 


Notes for Thomas Greene 
When Thomas emigrated from England to the New World in 1686, he was listed as a “husband- 
man," another word for farmer. He seems to have first settled in New Jersey before purchasing land in 
Concord, Chester County, PA in 1689. He is still mentioned as living in West Jersey [New Jersey] 
when he purchased 400 more acres in Concord in October 1691. According to a 1752 Chester County 
court record, Thomas wrote his will in December 1691, and it is thought that he probably did not live 
long after the will was written. 9? °° 


887. Margaret, Emigrant Ancestor” 


887. Margaret, born in England; ^ died Bet. 7 Jul 1708-6 Oct 1708.59 She married 886. Thomas 
Greene. 99? 


* See footnote a under 110. William Fleming. 
P See footnote a under 110. William Fleming. 
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